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tied tbhemselves of the accuracy of the
gtatementa,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
has always been the practice for building
and friendly societies to deposit their bal-
ance sheets with the registrar, together
with such information as the Minister may
direct, but this does not involve the Govern-
ment in any responsibility. It is the
practice of the registrar to call attention
to anything which he congiders to be
irregular or wrong. This is designed as an
extra protection te the publie,

Hon, J. Cornell: The registrar is very
strict, too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. If a building society got away with
the money of its members, there would be
no ohligation on the Government; but the
regisirar does his duty thoroughly, and if
anything is wrong, he is very quick to direct
the attention of the society to it.

Hon. A. Sanderson: T do not question
‘that.

Clause put and passed.
Clavses 35 to 52—agreed to.
Progress reported.

-

BILL-—WESTRALIAN MEAT WORKS.
Assembly’s Message,

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Couneil,

Houge adjourned at 5.4%2 p.m.

——————
Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 14th October, 1920,

~ Paor
Questlons ; Oil, legislation ... 10138
Wheat—1, "Bualk hondling 3 2, Muket.lns, pay-
menL'l guarnnbees, ete. ... 1018
Tim»er, losses in convcrslnn 1014
Eleetoral canvass.. 1014
Northamoton ﬂeld nurvey . 1014
Natlonatist Gommlaslon, report 1014
Leave of ahsence 1015
Bills : Punlic Service Appenl Board. !tlrf.hcr l'eport 1015
Parllament (Qualification of Women) ret.urned 1015
Carriers, returned 1015
Sapply (No. 2) £350, 009, returned 1015
Lunacy Act Amendmenl,, 2R, ... 1015
Westralian Meat Works, Council's Amendment 1018
Annual Estimates. Votes and items discussed 1018
The SPEAKFER took the Chair at 430

p.m. and read prayers.

1013

QUESTION—OIL LEGISLATION,

Mr, PICKERING agked the Minister for
Mines: 1, When will the Oil Bill, promised.
to the deputatmn that waited upon him, he
introduced? 2, Iz he aware that Suggestlons
have been made to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to declare petroleum a Common-
wealth monopoly in the Empire’s interest?
3, Will he safeguard the interests of the
Stnte by anticipating Commonwealth legis-
lation?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Conditions under which prospecting for
oil will be regulated and under which areas
will be provided are to be introduced in
a Bill to amehd the Mining Act, together
with otber necessary amendments, suth =as
to provide better methods of tributing, and
will be brought before the House at an early
date. 2, I am not aware that it is proposed
that the Commonwealth should claim it ag a
monopoly in the sense that only the Com-
monwealth Government would be entitled
to work it. I think this would require
an amendment of the Federal Constitution.
[t has long since been suggested that all
oil should be reserved to the Crown in
urder to protect the interests of the Ilmpire,
and this is not being overlooked in the
draft, This does not impiy that leases will
not be grated but the conditions of work-
ing same sghall be such as serve the best
interests of the Crown and the Empire, par-
ticularly the Navy and the British Mercan-
tile Marine, 3, Answered by No, 2.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT.
Bulk Hanrdling.

Mr. GRITFITHS asked the DPremier: 1,
Will he inform the House when the ncces-
sary legislation will be introduced in re-
gard to the installation of the bulk hand-
Yng of wheat? 2, Is he aware that it is
most imperative to enact the necessary legis-
lation so that ne time may be lost in get-
ting the system working?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, T am informed by the
Chairman of Directors of the Grain Grow-
ers Elevators, Limited, that the company
does not wigh the Bill introduced this ses-
sion. 2, Answered by No. 1.

Marketing, Payments, Guraranices, efe.

Mr. MALEY asgked th2 Premiec: 3, Ts he
aware that harvesting operations have al-
ready commenced in some districts, owing to
the exeeptionally carly season? 2, Tf so, when
jg it intended to introduce the necessary leg-
islation to control the marketing of wheat?
3, What financial arrangements have been
made in regard to pavment wpon delivery of
wheat at sidings for the present harvest? 4,
What amount per bushel is it proposed to ad-
vance, and what date is being fixed to com-
mence taking delivery? 5, What were the
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receiving dates for delivery at sidings in con-
neetion  with each of the previons wheat
pools? 6, What were the original advances
per bushel made an delivers at siding, and
the Qdates and amounts of subsequent pay-
ments in conncetion with ecach individuat
wheat pool? 7, What were the guaranteed
prices per hushel by either State or Federal
Goverpments in  connection  with the pre-
vious wheat pools! N, Has any guarantee

been given for the present harvest? 8, As
the Western Australian  wheat pools  are

stated to be in credit, when is it propoesed to
make a further payment in connection there-
with?

The MINISTER FPOR WORKS (for the
Premier) retlied: 1, Na.  Cutting far hay
is in operation, but we have no knowledge
of stripping, 2, At onee. 3, It s anticipated
finaneial aveangements will be finalised at the
Australian  Wheat Board Conference to be
held on the 20th October, 1920, 4, Amount
of advance will probably hbe determined at
such conference. TDate of delivery not yet
fixed. 5, As early as possible for the fivst
two peols, 1st Januarv for 1917-18, 15th
December for 1918-19, and 1st December for
1918.20. 6, The original advances made on
delivery to the respective pools were:—1915-
16, 3s. less freight: 1016-17, 25, 6d, het;
1917-18, 3s. net; 191819, 4. 4. less freight;
1919-20, 5s3. net. The dates and amounts of
subsequent payments for each pool were:—
1915-16: 2nd advance, 21st September, 1916,
Gd. per bushel; 3rd  advauwre, 18th  April,
1917, 6d. per bushel; 4th advance, 2nd
July, 1917, 34. per bushel; 5th advance, 15th
June, 1918, 114d. per bushel, 1916-17: 2nd
advanee, Jst August, 1917, 6d. per bushel;
3rd advance, 15th July, 1918, 31, per
bushel; 4th advance, 30th September, 1019,
9d. less freight. 1917-18: 2nd advance, 15th
August, 1918, 3d. per bushel; 3rd advance,
30th September, 1919, 8d4. less freight; 4th
advancee, 1st Mareh, 1920, 6d. per bushel.
1018-1%: 2nd advance, 1st Mareh, 1920, Gd.
per bushel. 1919-20, 2nd advanmce, 18th June,
1920, 2= 6d. less freight. 7, The prices
guaranteed were:—1917-18, 4s. net.; 1618-
19, 4=, 44. less freight; 1919-20, 5s. net. 8§,
The Commonwealth CGovernment have an-
nounced a gnarantee of Iz, per hushel for
1920-21 harvest. %, Tt is antieipated that
further payments on last four pools will be
made in Western Australia on the 23th of the
present month. :

QUESTION—TIMBER, LOSSES IX
CONVERSTOXN.

Alr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it eorrect that two out of every
three loads of hardwood put in to the saw-
wills o into the furnaces and are thus a
total lnsxs to the State? 2, What amount,
approrimately. is thus ilestroved each vear
at the mills. State and privately owned? 3,
Cannct something e done to cut out this
“loes? 4, Are investigations still being made
to save the valuable by-praducts of sueh
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timher by distillation? 3, Cannot something
he done to make available some of this tim-
bher for rough Wwilding purposes in outback
distriets, where the local timber js useless
on account of its liability to ravages by the
white ant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied :
1, No. 2, At the State sawmills 20 to 33 per
¢ent. is destroyed in the fire chute; about 20
per cent. goes out as sawdust and is also
barnt,  [ave no information respecting pri-
vately owned mills. 3, Repeated cndeavours
have heen made to cut out the loss. 4, Wood
distiliation plants in  Australia before the
war showed n loss, hut matters have since
altered and eertain parties acenstemed to the
business a1e wow inquiring as to the feasi-
hility of erecting woold distillation plants at
enrtpin of the milla. 5, All timber of any
service is now utilised, and what goes iuto
the fire chute is heart, gum, or dry rot tim-
f'er, which would be unsuitable to farmers,

OUESTION—ELECTORAL CANVASS.

Mr, LUTEY asked the Attorney General:
Seeing that compulsory enrolment has now
heen made law, is it the intention of the
Government to cause a house-to-house ecan-
vass to be made for the purpose of putting
unames on the rolls prior to the gencral elee-
tions?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: It
will be necessary to have an efficient canvass
made in popolous ecntres or where there is
a changing population, and the Government
intend to have this done in order to purify
the rolls before the general election.

QUESTION—NORTHAMPTON FIELD,

SURVEY.
Mr. MALEY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Has any proper geological survey
been wmade of the Northampton mineral

field? 2, If not, owing to the known de-
posits of lead, copper, graphite, and potash,
the extensive salt deposit at Port Gregory,
and the indications of oil and e¢oal in the
distriet, will he have this most important
work unidertaken?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes.  Geological Bulletin No. 9, 1903, and
at the same time a two-sheet geological map,
which is one of the most comprehensive mn
detail ever issued, was published and has
Leen obtainable at the department. 2, An
officer of the Geologieal Survey Department
in Teaving for Northampton next week and
any additional data and information on thix
part of the field will be available.

QUESTION—NATIONALIST COM-
MISSION, REFPORT.

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works, in the ahsence of
the Premier: When will the report of the
Roval Commission on the Nationalist Work-
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ers be laid on the Table of the House? At
the commencement of the session the Premier
promised the llouse that he would lay the
report ou the Table, but since then three
months have elapsed and we have not yet
geen it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
a matter for the Premier to deal with, and
I will bring it before his notice on his re-
turn. In the meantime inquiries wili bhe
made so that the Premier may have all the
information at hand when he returns.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. O’Loghlen leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Mr. Holman
{Murchison) on the ground of ill-health, and
to Mr. Wilson (Collie) on the ground of
urgent private business.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
' BOARD.

Further report of Committee adopted.

BILLS (3} RETURNED.
1, Parliament (Qualification of women).
2, Carriers,
3, Supply (No. 2), £3150,000,
Withont amendment.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hen. F.’
T. Broun—Beverley) [4.45] in moving the
second reading said: The principal objects
of the Bill are to constitute an independeat
board of visitors for every institution for
the detention of the insane, to improve the
provisions regarding the release of patients,
and particolarly to vest in the hoard of visi-
tors power to discharge patients whenever
they think fit. Another object is to give
attendants, who have been fined any amount
cxceeding £1 or who have been dismissed,
a right of appeal to the board of visitors
against the decision of the TInspector Gen-
era), and the decision of the board is to be
tinal. The board will consist of five members,
two of whom will be medical practitioners,
one a legal practitioner, one a lay woman and
one a lay man. Members of the board are
to hold office for three years and no longer.
Any member may resign or may be removed
from offiec by the Governdr within that
period if necessary. 1f it is found that any
member of the board is not suitable or does
not attend to his duties, he may be removed
from the board by the Governor in Council.
Members of the board will be eligible for re-
appointment after the term of three years.
Provision is made for one board to be ap-
painted to control two or more insfitutions.
This is necessary beesuse we at present have
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more than opne institution, and it is con-
sidered that one board should be well able
to attend to them. The members of the
board shall reccive such fees as may be pre-
seribed by regulation out of moneys appro-
priated by Parliament, In other words, these
fees will be fixed by regulation after the
passing of the measure, The beard will be
cmpowered to make regulations prescribing
the procedure and method to be followed and
observed in the transaction and performance
of the boirrd’s buginess. The board is to
visit the institutions at least once a month.
If necessary they will visit more often. Sec-
tion 95 of the existing Act will be repealed,
and it is proposed to insert the following in
its stead—

(1.} The board of uny insgtitution or a
majority (which shall inelude a medical
practitiouer) of sveh board shall, once at
legst in every month and also at such
other times as the Minister may direct-—
{a) visit sueh institution with or without
any previons notice and at such hours of
the day or night and for such length of
time as they may think fit; (b) inspect
every part of such instituwtion and every
outhouse thgreof whether communicating
therewith or detached therefrom; (c¢) see
cvery patient confined therein so as to give
everyone, so far as poasible, full oppor-
tunity of complaint; (d) inspect and con-
sider, so far as may be deemed necessary,
the orders, requests, and certificates relat-
ing to the patients; (e) make suech in-
quiries, examinations, and inspections as:
are set forth in section eighty-seven of this
Aet; (£) cnter in the Ingpector General’s
bock a minute of the then condition of
the institution and such other remarks as
they may deem proper.

Provigion is made for the report following
each visit to be transmitted to the Minister
who is charged with the administration of
the Act. While the amendment of Section
104 gives the board power to discharge pat-
ients, it provides that a majority of the
hoard shall include a medieal practitioner.
This is necessary. The medical practitioners
appointed to the hoard will be quite inde-
pendent of the officials of the institution,
and should there arise any occasion when the
Iuspector General or Suvperintendent dis-
agrees with the decision of the board to
release a patient, the final decision will rest
with the board. There are other minor
amendmeats which are consequential on these
alterations. Clause 14, which amends Sce-
tion 181, is intended to increase the severity
of the punishment for offences againat female
patients in order to bring the law into har.
mony with that relating to offences against
imbeciles and idiots as provided by Section
7T of the Criminal Code Amendment Aect,
1918,

Hon. P. Collier: Will the board consist of
honorary or paid memhbera?

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: I have
already stated that the hboard will be paid,.
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and that their fees will be preacribed by
regulation. Of course the medica) men will
have to be paid much more than the laymen.
At present the members of the board of
vigitors are paid £50 a year, but the fees to
the new board will have to be much higher
becavse the members of the board will be
required to visit the institution at least onece
a month. The new board will be faced with
a congiderable amount of work, especially in
the carly stages, and it will be necessary to
pay thc members of the board a fair salary.
The measvre is very plain, and the clauses
are self-explanatory. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

_ On motion by Hon, P. Collier, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—WESTRALIAN MEAT WORKS,
Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Couneil
eonsidered.

now

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; Mr. Willcock in
charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN:
reads—

Clause 2, line 5, after the word ‘‘com-
pany’’ insert the words ‘‘or as soon as
fifty thousand shares have been applied
for.”’

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Council congidered
that a free hand should not be given to any
eompany, because it might be quoted as a
precedent for making certain prowvision in
articles of association and then secking to
go behind them., The first 60,000 shares
have been applied for, and it was thonght
that no bardship would be caused if the
company were authorised to go to allot-
ment when 50,000 shares had been applied
for, The company have no objection to the
provision, seeing that it has already been

The amendment

eomplied with. I move—
That the Council’s amendment be
agreed to.

Questiop put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair,]

Resolution reported, the report " adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21,
Tn Committeec of Supply.

Resumed from the 12th QOetober,
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Mioes (Hon, J. Becaddan,
Minister):
Vote-—Miaes, £67,667:

Mr.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—albany) {4.57]: 1n ictreducing
these Estimates, there is very little, after
the discussion on the Address-in-reply and
other matters whiech have been betore the
Chamber this sesston, that one can add with
regard to mining operations in Western
Australia. We bave discussed the matters
affecting the industry almost from A to Z,
but quite naturally members, together with
the general public who are interested in
mining, expect that something should be
said by the Minister when introducing his
Estimates, because he controls largely the
development of our great mineral industry.
In the compilation of the Estimates there
ig little or no change from previous years,
I do not know whether I can take credit for
that or otherwise. I suppose these are times
when changes are anticipated and might be
made with advantage. Whether this js the
case or not in this instance, T think there is
very little that can be done by way of
change which can be effective, except the
giving of greater encouragement to pros-
peet new fields and greater assistance to
discover new finds, At the present june-
ture we are suffering from what has been
almost a disease in late years, a decline in
the gold yield, and for the moment T ecan-
not see how we can prevent that decline
for some little time to come. There are
quite a number of contributing causes fto the
decline during the last 12 months, amonp
other things the disturbed industrial con-
ditions.  There was a strike on the wood
lines which lasted from the lst July till the
17th August of last year, and which necessi-
tated the closing down of the big producing
mines for that period. Then therc was a
disapreement between the npuions in Kal-
goorlie, which had the effect of further
closing down the mines from the 6th No-
vemher till the 7th Janwary. That, of
vonrge, had a very serious effect on the
gold yield, as the bulk of our gold is ob-
tained from the mines at Kalgoorlie. Also
we have to take into account the fact that
the old mines at Kalgoorlie in partienlar
are working down at pgreater depths. They
have to operate at increased costs and
naturally must do more in the nature of
picking their ore than was the case pre-
viously, with the result that the quantitv
of gold really recovered is now mot so great
as it was before. Then we have suffered.
and still suffer, from the lack of efficient
labour. It cannot be denied that if a
greater numher of skilled miners were avail-
able, any amount of employment could he
found for them jin our various mines. TIn
addition there is the faet that quite a
numher of new finds have hern made during
the last year or two, with the resnit—of
which we cannot complain—of withdrawine
a fair nvercentaze of skilled latour from
the goldproducing mines for develonment
work on the new finds, which. moreover,
have been largely in the district surround.
ing Kalgoorlie, where the greafest numh-
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of miners are employed, Hampton Flains
8t. Lves, and Mount Monger have all with
drawn miners from the Golden Mile, wher.
the gold producers are.  Although thes:
niiners are engaged in the profitable oceu-
pation of opening up new mines, the ben
fit of that is not reaped at once; in fact,
initially the tendeney is in the opposite
direction. While people are naturally elated
at the new finds, they must expect, side I
side with those discoveries, a fall in the
pold production as the result of the with-
drawal of labour from gold producing
mines. Notwithstanding this, however, we
still hold pride of place in gold produetion
ns regards Australasia; we ara producine
over 50 per cent. of the total gold that i
produced in Ausiralasia, including New
Zealand, For the nine months of the eur-
tent year we have produced about 455,000
ounces of fine gold, of an approximate value
of twe millions sterling, That is not gmite
as good as the corresponding  production
for the previous year; but, taking into ac-
count the conditions which I have men-
tioned, we can at least say that our de-
cline i85 not a real one. Probably the
produetion will recover to some extent dur-
ing the next few years. Of course, when

gold is taken from the ground, it ean-
not be replaced. Mining is not like
farming conditions, in wich one obtains

crops year after year, and where ope ob-
tains continuously larger crops by the appli-
eation of agrieultural seience. An ounce of
gold once taken out of tHe ground ecannot be
put back again, and sooner or later the big
gold producers must peter out, though I do
not for a moment suggest that they are any-
where near that point yet. hen in Kal-
goorlie some months ago, I was advised that
the present developments on the Golden Mile
show something like 50 million pounds worth
of gold to be taken out from known develop-
ments, Further, I was informed that from
some of the dumps on the Golden Mile about
three million pounds worth of gold will be
recovered. So there is no oceasion yet for
alarm. We have, moreover, to bear in mind
that probably other fields which are now
nearly in the developmental stage will re-
place some of the big mines when these peter
out, During the period of the war the price
of gold did not increase, but the industry
had to earry the burden of additional costs.
Moreover, there is the faet that the war
withdrew many skilled minets from the in-
dustry, with a consequent detrimental effect
on our gold production. This takes some
time to recover, and it hag not yet been fully
recovered, During the year 1919 the cost of
production in the gold-mining industry in-
ereased prabably even more than during the
war period; and had it not been for the fact
that a bonus was paid on gold during that
period, therc is considerable question whether
a number of our mines conld have econtinued
to operate. The borus, undoubtedly, saved
a number of them from closing down. The
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number of men engaged in mining has de-
creased to an alarming extent since 1914. In
that year mining employed over 12,000 men,
whereas in 1919 it employed only something
over 7,000 men, showing a decline of about
42 per cent. since the commencement of the
war, So far, I regret to say, there is no evi-
dence of that decline being made good. As
I bave stated, the skilled miners are not
available. Quite a number of mining dis-
tricts are to-day languishing for skilled
miners and cannot obtain them. It is true
that a vot inconsiderable percentage of the
niiners who have abandoned the industry
were compelled to do so because the condi-
tions attaching to it made such inroads on
their health that they had to seek fresh fields
—in many ecases, unfortunately, they took
that step too late to recover from the ill
effects which they had suffered. Omne knows
that the disease attaching to the occupation
of 2 miner may not be felt by him at all
until it is too late to make anything in the
nature of a good recovery. Miners go on
working year after year feeling quite well,
and being quite convinced that their health
is good; and then suddenly they break dewn
and find themselves gone to such an extent
as to be no longer fitted even for light em-
ployment. One problem we have to solve is
how we can save a great number of miners
even from themselves. I suppose all gold-
fields members have had the expericnee of
meeting in the street a man who has been
engaged in mining for a number of years
and remarking to him that be is not locking
quite fit, whereupon the miner will reply that
he never felt better in his life. Then, after
the lapse of a few weeks perhaps, one meets
the same man and learns that he is done for
work. It is an economiec waste to permit
such a man to continue in the mining indus-
try until the time when he is unable to do
any clazs of work whatever. The suggestion
has heen made to me that the State Govern-
ment should do in the ease of miners what
the Federal Government are doing in the
ense of returned soldiers; that the State
Government should introdure a system of re-
Patriation, so to speak, for miners no longer
able to continue in that industry.

Mr. Foley: Voeational training.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
also steps to remove the men from the mines
before they get into a condition which ren-
ders them wuseless for ever after. I know
there iz a preat deal of difference of opinion
among the miners themselves as to whether
compulsion should be employed in this mat-
ter.

Hon, P. Collier;: That js practically what
obtains at Broken Hill.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. We
have to accept the position that if we take
the respongibility of making a man leave
an occupation in whiech he has been en-
gaged all his life—and a miner very
seldom can see another outlook once he has
started in his partieular business—we must
accept the further responsibility, somewhat
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iu the same way as the Federal Government
accept it in the case of returned soldiers, of
finding some occupation by means of which
the man ecan live in reasonable comfort.
The ‘method of solving the problem, in my
opinion, is a proper appreciation of the fact
that these men are valuable to us, If the
mining industry cannot carry the whole
burden, then I think the Btate is sufficiently
interested to carry a portion of it.

Mr. Underwbod: Why should the State
carry any portion of it?

The MINISTER FOR MINLES: Becanse
if the industry is burdened to such an ex-
tent that it cannot carry on but must cloge
down, then the State would lose more than
by accepting portion of the responsibility.
Irdeed, I do not know that the State would
lose mueh by enabling a man to continue to
produce wealth instead of allowing him to
continue as a miner until he arrives at a
atage when he cannot do any work at all
but probably must become an jnmate of
the Wooroloo Banatorium. In many ecases
a man if taken out of the mining industry
a year or twa earlier, can earn a living at
some othcr employment, possibly with some
asgsistance from the State, By the adoption
of such a system the Btate would gain a
great deal. It is onc of the problems that
we must face in the very near future.

Mr, Lutey: Why not have an annual in-
spection of the miners?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
probably may be ouc way out, but I am not
quite surc that the miners themselves arc
yet prepared to ncceept that proposal with-
out objection. T have heard it suggested
for many years, but I have just as often
heard it strenuously opposed by mincers
themselves.

Mr. Munsie: They object to it unless some
other provision is wade for them, and quite

right too.
The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Cer-
tainly, It is useless to compel the men to

come out of the mines uuless the State is
prepared to find them some satisfactory

employment, and therefore we must sooner

or later establish a kind of repatriation
department to enable these miners to adopt
gome other occupation. When that has been
arranged, we may be able to adopt the
suggestion of the member for Brownhill-
Tianhoe (Mr. Lutey) of an annual inspec-
tion with a view to withdrawing affected
men from the mines before it is too late.
Apart from gold production, we have to
remember that this State has other minerals
which are undoubtedly of great valne to it.
Taking the entire mineral production of
Weatern Anstralia as compared with the
entire mineral production of the KEastern
States and New Zealand, we arc still practi-
cally second om the list, Last year New
South Wales jroduced nearly 10 million
pounds’ worth of minerals, but included in
that amount was coal to the value of mearly
51, millions. Western Australia produeced
last year minerals of a total value of over
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3% wmillions sterling. The next produver
is Queensland with 214 millions, and Tas-
mania is fourth with one million. Victoria's
production was about the same us that of
Tasmania. South Anstralia was last on the
Australian list with a total of less than one
million. New Zealand’s production was just
a little more than that of Western Australia,
but included in New Zealand’s tota) of four
millions was nearly three million pounds’
worth of coal. This is evidence that the
total mineral production of this State is an
cuormous benefit to Western Australia as a
whole. Sometimes we are inclined to sug-
gest that the State is not doing its part in
encouraging the mining industry, Members
may he interested to learn the result of
some inguiries I made in this connection
recently. 1 find that we have over 30 State
butteries operating, making a total of 203
hcad of stamps; nnd that plant is operated
for only 1314 per cent. of its time. The
capital expenditure on Stute bhatteries to
the end of 1918 amounts te £1,210,000, The
gross loss on working to the end of 1919
was £639,000. That is a faet which is not
very often vited. The value of the outpnt
of the State batteries from their inception
to the end of 1919 has been £5,244,000 worth
of gold. TUnder the Mining Development
Aet the State has made advances, and the
amount of those advances outstanding at
the end of 1919 on aceount of leaseholders
wag £21,766, and on account of assistance
in working batteries and treatment plants
apart from State batteries £22,750, and on
account of assistance for boring £644, Thus
the total of cutstanding advances is £435,162.
The Government’s contributions towards
the advancement of the mining industry, in-
¢luding & debit on our revenuc account of
£763,000, a loss on the operation of State
batteries of £639,000, and outstanding ad-
vances of £43,162, represent a total, in
actual cash, of £1,450,000. Practically a
million and a half of money has been
gianted by the Government in the way of
direct assistance to mining. That is since
i' > inception of the policy of assistance to
wining. T want it to be elearly understood
that this million and a half does mot mean
the amount of assistance rendered by the
State &0 mining, but the amount of
actual cash outstanding on this account.
[t is as well to point out that during the
time this assistance was rendered, gold was
produced to the value of 148 millions sterl-
ing, and dividends were paid amounting to
over 2714 millions sterling, while, in addi-
tion, other expenditure in wages, stores, ani
80 on paid over in Western Australia
amounted to 114 millions sterling, So it
will be seen that the gold production in
Western Australin, notwithstanding the 114
millions sterling I have mentioned, is of
tremendons value to the State. T do not waut
to repeat what everyoue knows and Tteiterate
that it was the discovery of gold and its
big production in the carly days that had
the effect of drawing attention to Western
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Australia amnd was the forerunner of that
agricultural industry of which we are all so
proud. But I want to mention thcse facts
to show that it cammot he claimed that the
Government have not given fair counsidera-
tion to the mining industry, Giving
assistance to the mining industry i3 an
entirely different propesition from that
of giving assistanre to any other in-
dustry. Fer instance, we may give assist-
ance te a mine on aecount of the valuable
products being derived from the workings
over a given period. If the mine suddenly
peters ount, the State does not reeever dir-
ectly the assistance rendered to it. But the
best assistance rendered is that given in the
early stages, not merely from the point of
view of providing prospectors with susten-
ance, cawmping outfits, pick and shovel and
su on, hut from the point of view of the new
field, providing a water supply, putting in
tracks, and lending cvery assistaner neces-
sary to enable them to eope with their initial
development. 1t is important that our mines
shall be able to get over that stage, and if
we cannot remder that assistance, we fail as
a State. [n the first instanee, the mining
industry is wmueh the rame as the agricul-
tural industry. A man goes on the land
first and he gets provision for water supply,
fencing and clearing operations, for all of
which purperes he gets credit. [t was to deal
with this that the Agrieultural Bank was
established. Tt shounld be mueh the same
with mining. When we get a new fing, it is
egsential that we shonld open up {raeks, put
in water supplies, aml do other things neces-
sary, so as to enable the producing stage to
be reached. Then the assistance given could
be withdrawn without mueli hardship being
done,

Mr, Poley: They contdl get their water
supply more quickly at onc time than they
CAR NOW.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
think that s fair. There are different
opinions on that peint. For a considerable
period the water supply to the mines was
directly under the Mines Department and
was not looked upon as a revenue earning
department. That was changed, 1 think, dur-
jng the Labour Government’s regime, and
we put the water supply matters under one
eontrol. The principle underlying that change
was the correct one, in my opinion. Instead
of having cngineers from different depart-
ments going out to make investigations and
submitting reports, we now have them all
under one head and some system is hrought
into play, from which standpoint alone con-
giderable savings have been made. It has been
no infrequent sight in the past to have a dam
established to provide for the requirements
of one department and quite close at hand
another dam cstablished to serve the pur-
poses of another department, Our purpose
was to so arrange matters that sueh inei-
dents as these should not oceor. It is not
the intention even now to look upon the
mines water supply as a revenue earning de-
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partment but as a means for making pro-
vision for prospectors, and assisting them in
their work.

Hon. T. Walker:
not always considered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It
must not be forgotten that the position
to all intents and purposes, only arose dur-
ing the last 12 months or so. We wers
not deing much in the way of new dis-
coveries prior te the war, or during the
war, but sirece then returned soldiers and
other prospectors have been sent out and
have been making new discoveries. I ad-
mit that there has becn some delay in making
the necessary provision for water supplies
and 50 on, for the reason that the Minister for
Works, who is in charge of the Water Supply
Department, was entitled to consider proper
reports and consider the advisability of pro-
viding money from a revenue standpoint. He
was entitled to take that matter into con-
sideration. But quite reeently we changed
that policy and now the Mines Water Supply
Departinent is to eontinue its old poliey of
making available these necessary provisions,
the Treasurer is to be respousible for find-
ing the funds for the Mines Department, and
the Minister for Water Supply is not to carry
the responsihility of the expenditure from
its revenue earning aspect. This change has
alrcady proved beneficial.  Only during the
last week or two I have had a report from
the superintendent of batteries, whe was at
St. Tves. He intimated that Mr. Ives, who
was the fonmder of the St. Tves field, desired
to inform me that he knew of no case, al-
though he had been engaged in mining for
many yvears, where the Government had ren-
dered more expeditionsly or hetter the neces-
sary assistance, thap had heen the case at
St. Ives. THe saibd that we could not have
done more in the circumstances. At Mount
Monger much the same position arose, There
was no provision there for water supplies
when gold was first discovered, and an agi-
tation soon arore for the Government to make -
arrangements for the usc of water from Cree-
don's dam. That dam had bheen erected by
Mr. Creedon for pastoral purposes but was
utilised in the early days of the fields. A
certain qnantity of water has heen used but
we have found that not go mueh as had leen
suggested wonld be ured, has been taken from

Unfortunately that is

the dam. Mr. Creedon has done very well
out of it, however,
Mr. Munsie: Well, the country did well

out of il.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
suggesting that is not so.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a pgood deal on
both gides.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Perhaps
so, but the fact remains that wmgtofthe pre-
sent the development on the:fiektshas nof
been as great as was anticipated. There has
not been that progress made up there that
was expected. In matters like this, however,
the State must take risks and assist those
who are prepared to take their share of risk

T am not
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in opening up fields to-day. We must realise
the tremendous advantage to the State which
our gold production has been, We are en-
titled in the ecircumstances to say to these
prospectors, and others engaged in the de-
velopment of these mines, ‘‘If you have suffi-
cient confidence to go ahead with your work,
we will render you assistanece by providing
a water supply.’’

Mr. Troy: The State takes no risk in pro-
viding a water supply.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: N, very
little, becavse even in the most remote areas,
water supplies made available in the early
days are to-day standing us in good stead
and providing not only for those searching
for gold, but for other things necessary for
our well being.

Mr, Troy: Including the sandalwood
getters.

Hon. P. Collier: And prospectors all the
time,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so.
The Mines Department has aceepted the re-
sponsibility of saying where these supplies
thall be provided and Mr. Ives, probably one
of the best and most experienced prospectors
we have to-day, admitg, quite without the
slightest suggestion on the part of the Gov-
ernment or the department, that the Gov-
ernment eame to their assistance most cx-
peditiously.

Mr, Foley:
water supply?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The en-
gineer, My. O’Brien, has not heen doing so
much work on mines water supply as before,
_but it is not fair te blame Mr. O'Brien. The
poliey has, to some extent, been ehanged, and
I have no hesitation in saying that if Mr.
Q’RBrien is provided with funds, and is told
that he is responsible for making early pro-
vision for water supply, Mr. O'Brien will
provide it all right, just as was the case in
the early days.

Mr. Hudson: Do you say that the AMines
Department have taken over the respovsi-
bility of water supply?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
is the position. Members will find two new
items appearing in this year’s Estimates;
they are Nos. 127 and 128, No. 127 ia
**Bubsidising rerearches for advancement of
mineral indwostry, £1,000;'" and XNo. 128 ja:
““Cutting tracks and other necessary works
on poldfields, not provided clsewhere, £500.°"
These two items will mean a great deal to
the industry so far as new fields are con-
cerned. T am under the impression that some
of this money has already been expended.

Mr, Munsie: Has any of it been ex-
pended at Hampton Plains?

The MIXTSTER FOR MINES: No, Tdo
not think'any of that expenditure has rome
ont of this ¥ote. In fact, T should say that
-T do not really know whether this has been
actually drawn upon yet. Onc particnlar
work by the Works Department, it has been
suggested, was a fair charge apgainst this
vote. TUnquestionably, the object we had was

What about the engineer for
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to cut a track to bring the mine within the
shortest distance of the source of supplies.
There are certain things which we eonsider
should be under the direction of tho Mines
Department, whatever department may do
the work, and the responsibility of saying
where it shall be done should be with the
Mines Department and no other. In the
circumstances I believe that the introduction
of such methods will prove more beneficial
to the industry than the conditions formerly
obtaining.
Mr. Troy:
ment {

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
comes wvnder the Loan Vote and we should
not mix up mines development, whicls comes
from loan, with the cost of the Mines De-
partment, " which comes from revemue. The
former position will bhe claborated later on
when the Loan Estimates are being con-
sidered. So far as it is possible to pro-
vide practical assistance, it is the poliey
of the department to provide it, although
rometimes we may not be certain that such
assistanee rendered will be reecouped to the
State. TPor instance, take the mines devel-
opment vote, We changed the poliey in con-
nection with that aspect of the general gues-
tion hut for years we carried on what was
known as ‘‘plastering’’ on a mining lease.
T'nder this aystem, advances were obtained
and after a certain amount of work was
done, before anyone else could work it, they
had to agree to recoup this amownt so ad-
vanced from their takings, notwithstanding
that they had secured no advantage from
the previous expenditure. We lifted this
as time went on and we now encourage pros-
pectors to go on the lease by lifting the em-
bargo. Then take the position at Phillips
River, which presents some of the greatest
difficolties we have to contend with., The
policy appears to have been to render asaist-
anee to small parties carrying on mining
operations.

Mr. Maley: Difficulty exists elsewhere,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
an extensive field there known to be rich in
gold and copper, but the question of treat-
ment is cne thing and mining quite another.
Unfortunately we have deliberately encour-
aged the development of the mines there, in
order to get as much as possible from them
as quickly us possible, without asking the
people to engage in proper mining with
proper plant. During the last 12 months or
so we have advaneed something like £5000
te small parties, to assist in the development
of that field. I am still of opinion that even
that assistance will not have the desired
effect, that unless there iz an apgregation of
vapital between a number of the mines the
smaller parties will never be able fo work
their shows profitably. The essential diffi-
culty confronting the management of the
smelting warks at Ravensthorpe is the secur-
ing of sufficient ore to keep running for rea-
sonably long periods. Necessarily the time
of running is very much broken, which means

What about mining develop-
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largely increased costs of working. Never-
theless I am convinced that, properly worked,
the Phillips River field will some day prove
a very valuable asset to the State. One of
our great difficulties is the fact that we are
continually making discoveries of various
minerals in remote parts of the State, where
they cannot be worked as economically as if
they werc in more favoured localities. Take
the recent discovery by Mr. Lambie of silver
lead out from Bangemall. Mr. Lambie as-
sures me that he has a very large deposit of
valuable lead and silver ore, the analysis re-
turning 44 per cent. of lead, and about 15
oza. of silver. But if we take into account
the remote position of that discovery and
remember that there are no means of trans-
portation, it becomes evident that it will be
very difficult to make it pay. Still, if the
material is there in sufficient quantities, and
of sufficiently high grade to pay with proper
traneport, then we must consider the supply-
ing of the means of gransport. I hope it
will be found on further development that
there is there sufficient high-grade ore to
warrant us opening up the field. I do net
think it is any more remote from the sea-
beard than is Broken Hill. Of course it may
not be a Broken Hill, but the fact remains
that to allow the field to be properly
worked, transport facilities must be pro-
vided, One of the methods suggested for
developing these remote properties 18 the pro-
vision of up-to-date treatment plants, and
refining works in some central locality, to
which the ore from the remote districts may
be brought for treatment. Under fuch a
scheme it would be necessary to provide con-
centrating plants in the several districts con-
cerned. We know that in the case of copper
it is a simple operation to deccrease the quan-
tity and increase the percentage, thus en-
abling it te be ecconomically transported
great distances to treatment works. If we
can do that with our silver lead until we
determine whether there is available a suffi-
cient quantity to warrant the provision of
railway ecommunication, we shall be doing a
great deal for the remote mineral areas of
the State. Extending from Meekatharra tw
Port Hedland is a huge mineral helt -which
obviougly must contain a tremendous amount
of wealth. Tnder existing conditions it ia
not possible to profitably work that area.
Tt is largely a question of finding one or two
sufficiently rich and extensive deposits to
warrant the provision of railway facilities,
Many of what are to-day struggling shows
could be profitably worked if they had pro-
per means of communication. Hon, members
know that I have had this matter of central
treatment works in hand. Personally, 1
should prefer to see the co-operative system

introduced, so as to enable those concerned

in the production of base metals to take the
first interest in the treatment works itself.
I am not so certain that Government eontrol
of treatment works is euntirely satisfactory,
However, we do not find much diffieulty in
lending finanecial assistance to a freezing
works company to produce wealth, and con-
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sequently I do not think we onght to find it
wmpossible to provide financial assistance to
enable eo-operative treatment workk to be
established for the handling of our base
metals. We shall never be able by purely
Government control to operate works of that
vlass to the satisfaction of the produeers.

Mr. Hudson: Did not the Commonwealth
tinvernment make some proposal?

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: Yes, the
Federal Government did make a proposal of
assistanee, but they made it clear that what
they had in mind was the lending, in conjune-
tion with the State, of assistance to co-opera-
tive treatment works. They consider that
the men directly interested should take some
of the responsibility for the operation of
such works. I believe that many of cur com.
panies, when sufficiently well established,
wounld cheerfully accept their share of that
responsibility. One of the great difficulties
will be the selecting df a central site, our
hase metals being distributed over so large
an area, I take the view that, when settled,
this question ought to be settled oi the basis
of establishing the works where they will be
ot greatest advantage to the men producing
the commodity., If we can get those men
sufficiently interested, they will probably
overcome their parochial ideag and be guided
by the sole consideration of which will be
the best site for all in the industry. I am
hopeful that at a conference of those inter-
ested 1 shall get from them some idea of
what in their opinion should constitute the
best site for the works, lIn regard to the
gub-departments, there is little or nothing to
¢ said, except that the Geological Survey
Department has almost vreached vanishing
peint. At present some three members of
the staff are doing all the field work.
\Whether or not that is desirable is a matter
for grave consideration, I know there are
many peeple who believe that geologists are
of no value, simply because in some instances
they fail. But no scientists are infallible,
and [ think our geologists have done a tre-
mendous lot of work which has frequently
been of considerable advantage to those en.
gaged in the mining industry. While on the
one hand a newspaper circulating in the Yil-
garn district declares that geologists are of
no value, when I was on the Murchison re-
cently representations were made to me by
the Prospectors’ Association, uwrging that
more work should be done hy the Geological
Survey Department, because the work of that
department was of tremendous assistance to
the prospector. If the department was or-
ganised on the basis of being more than a
souree of scieatific faet, if it would bring
down the science to the level of the prae-
tical and thus cnable the prospector to make
use of the facts disclosed by the geologiecal
srrvey, I think the geological survey sataff
could be inereased with considerable advant-
age to the State. What T hope to be able
to do by bringing the prospector and the
geologist into closer touch is thus to get the
prospector to appreciate and report any dis-
covery he might make likely to he of value
to the department. The trouble is that so
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many of our prospectors go out into new
country without any geological knowledge
of that vountry. Sueh a man unonsciously
might be walking over ground giving strong
indications of containing rich minerals.

Mr, Underwood: That is not likely with
a prospector who knows his work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The fact
requaing that a large number of our pros-
pectors have done it. We have endeavoured
to supply them with infoermation as te the
geological possibilities of a district Dbefore
“they wo into that district, notwithstanding
which the Geologicnl Department has been
criticised for neglecting to disseminate in-
formation, Day after Jday I receive demands
that further information should bhe made
available from the CGeological Department
betore big work s undertaken hy mining
companies, Again, when certain ficld work
has been done and geologival data obtained,
we have great diffienlty in getting the re-
ports published and circulated. The member
for Greenough (Mr. Maley) knows that we
have huiletins supplying wide information in
cloge detail. We have one of the best geo.
logical maps ever isswed dealing with the
Northampton field, notwithstanding which
the people of Northampton apparently know
unothing ahout it. When T was on the Muor-
chison recently the Prospectors’ Association
waited on me and complained of want of
data relating to the  Jeekatharra distriet.
On returning to Perth 1 had ingniries made,
when I found rhat the very information
asked for was available, not only in Perth,
but at the mining registrar’s officc at Mt.
Magnet. The member for Canning (Mr, Robin-
son} when Minister for Mines had a pam-
phlet printed showing all the publications
isqued from the Mines Department. T have
now instrueted the under secretary to send
a copy of that pamphlet, with other up-to-
date information, to every hon. member, to
to the mining rvegistrars, and to the Prospee-
tors’ .Association, so that all available in-
formation may be readily tnyued up.

Mr. Chesson: Tt ought to he placed in
the mining registrar’s office.

The MINISTER FOR MINES- That hag
been dJone already. It is in the mining re-
gistrar's office at Mt. Magnet.

Mr. Chesson: Then it ought to he displayed
in a prominent position.

The MTINTSTFER FOR MINES: If a pro-
spector, when passing the door of the offiee,
eannot ask whether the information he re-
quires is available, he has not much interest
in his work.

Mr. Foley: [If he were am enthusiastic
prospector he would »patorally go in and
prospeet.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: We are
having that pamphlet widely distributed. T
merely mention these points to emphasise the
fact that our Geological Survey Denartment
is ecalled upon from time to time te make
a fiell survey, and supply data which will
enable mining companies or prospectors to
better mmlerstand the field in which they are
working. On the other hand we vory fre-
quently hear it stated that the geologieal
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survey is of little or no value, HSome con-
siderable time ago the department prepared
a handbook of mining giving a great
amount of valvable information in as much
detail as possible, and that handbook bhas
been in the printer’s hands, to my know-
ledge, for six or eight months. Appuarently
it is a most difficult tosk to get the work
out. The Government Printing Office is
warking overtimic continually; oune car sce
the light burning there at midnight. Every-
thing has to take its turn in the printing
office; the printers cannot he taken off more
urgent work for the sake of the handbook.
Similarly, the geological reports have to wait
unti] uan opportunity preseats itself to the
Government Printer of getting them out.
Let me point ont, however, that these re-
ports are always made available to the Press
as soon as they are ready, and that the Frass
publishes them at considerable length, The
individual who is concerned with thase re-
ports does not take the opportumity of per-
using them at the time when they are jub-
lished through the newspapers. Bot later
on he soddenly becomes interested, and then
he wants the report immediately. It is not
fair always to blame the officiala for some-
thing that is due to a lack of aleriness on
the part of the private person interested.
I contend that our Geological Burvey Branch
have ungquestionably doune a great deal of
good work, and that they will continue to do
good work if given the opportunity. I will
admit, however, that ome essential is prompt
publieation of the reports made by the geolo-
gists. Outside the two or three matters to
which 1 have referred in detail, I know of
nothing of moment that calls for mention
at the present timc in connection with our
mining industry. Let me repeat that we have
to make provision for the men who are um-
fortunately operating in an indastry that is
very detrimental to health, If we compul-
sorily withdraw men from that industry, we
are bound to find ways and means of en-
abling them to take up other occupations,
I believe that course will prove the cheaper
even if the State has to some extent to assist
disabled miners, becaise they will then be
Maced in a pesition to continue the produe-
tion of wealth, whereas under present condi-
tions they hecome ntterly helpless.

Hon. P, COLLIER (Boulder) [547]: It
ia true, as stated by the Minister for Mines,
that there is very little fresh that ean be
sail regarding the industry. Unfortunately,
it is lkewise true that the decline in the
vialue of our gold output continues year by
¥ear. The drop in the numher of men em-
ployed, as mentioned by the Minister, from
12,000 in 1914, to 7,000 last year, is very
significant; and it becomes even more signi-
ficant when we remember that at the high
water mark of our mining industry, in 1902,
the nnmber of men employed was 16,000.
To-day we are down to 7,001, and naturally
there has been what may be termed a eor-
responding reduction in output. It i3 very

*
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dlifficult indeed to know what to do. With-
out being undwly pessimistic, I suppose we
must look forward to the inevitable decline
of the gold wiving industry. The Minis-
ter’s statement that Western Ausiralia still
produces more than 30 per cent. of the gold
yield of Justralia shows that in recent years
the Eastern States have suffeted a reduction
of gold oeutput correspondingly in propor-
tion to the reduction here, beeause for many
years this State's gold production has been
Just over 50 per cent. of that of the whole
of Australasia. [ suppose the gold mining
industry has suffered, by reason of the war,
more than any other industry that was able
to keep uoing at all. The prices of all min-
ing requisites increased enormously, and of
conrse the increased cost of living has had
its effeet on the goldfields. TUntil about a
year ago these increases could not be passed
on by the gold mining industry in the same
way as is done by other industries, for the
reason that the price of gold remained sta-
tionary. In fact, the gold mining industry
suffered very much until the embargo on the
export of gold was removed and the priee
rose. Buat for that faet some of our larger
producing mines would have had to cease

operations. The outlook is somewhat dark,
beeanse the inereased priee of gold ean
hardly continue, Certainly it will not

continue permanently,
back again to the old standard, then
the industry, in view of the costs
piled upon it, will be in for a very
bad time indeed. The Minister spoke
of the difficulty experienced in securing
efficient Jabour for the mines, Tt is a faet
that out of the large number of men whe
went from our goldfields to the Frent com-
paratively few have returned to the gold
mining industry.  Their cxperienee in the
war and what they saw of other countrics
ereated in their minds—and T do not wonder
at it—n dislike for the conditions insepar-
able from a wminer’s existence. Hundreds of
our miners upon their return from the war
went to seck fresh fields in the TFEastern
States. Tt ig true, of courge, that the dis-
coveries adjacent to Kalgoorlie and Boulder
have drawn many men from the older and
decper mines on the Golden Mile. The men
were only too glad of an opportnnity to get
ot of the dust-laden deep mines into the
open air or into the comparatively shallow
mines of the new fields. T venture to assert
that no section of the Australian eommunity
has borne proportionately a larger share of
the war burdens than the men employed on
the goldfields. T say that more particularly
in view of the fact that while the rises in
the cost of living have been followed by in-
ereases in wages in all other industries, this
does not hold good of our gold mining in-
dustry. The only section of wage-earners in
Australia, so far as 1 know, whose wapes
have remainel stationary during the past few
years, are the miners employed on our gold-
fields. The conditions with which they have
to put np, partieularly since the close of

If we should get
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the war, are nothing short of cruelty, Maost
people cven in this State are not aware, and
will find it difficult to believe, that in some
instances the rates of wages now being paid
on our poldfields are lower than those oh-
taining in 1914 at the outbreak of the war.
ln very feow eases indeed has there been any
increase,  The Arbitration Court is noew  sit-
ing in Kalgoorlie to henr an application for
inereased wages made on hehalf of nien who
are warking at o depth of over half a mile,
of fully 3,000 feet, under conditions which
hon. members ean imagine, And for such
work the rate at present paid is 1s. per day
less than that now paid for any clasa of
labouring work in and around the metro-
politan area. [t must be horne in mind, too,
that the eost of living is necessarily higher
on the goldfields than in the wmetropolitan
aren.  Therefore T say that onr miners have
herne n pgreater share of the war burden
than any other section of the Australasian
community.  Further, notwithstanding their
comparatively low wages and the high cost
of living, no rlass of the community have
shown themselves more generous than the
miners in subseribing to funds raised for
war porposes. Tt is a very difficult problem,
as the Minister said, to know what to do
with miners who are becoming affected with
occupational disease. .\ large proportion of
the mien in the deep mines, if they have
workwl in the industry continuously for 15
or 20 yoears, are ractically settled at the
age of 40. It seems to me that the State
owes a «duty to those wen. The State should
deovise some seheme which will enable them
to adopt some other occupation. The State
shovld make some provision to that end. The
derigion of the tribunal appointed in New
South Wales a month or two ago deals with
that aspeet of mining. It provides that men
who are alfected shall he eompelled to leave
the mining industey, and that an allowance
shall be made to them, smounting, where re-
mquired, to as mueh as £3 per week. Of econrse
the money will have to be found, and [ he-
licve the proposal is that it shall be found
partly by the mining companics and partly
by the New South Wales Government, The
Broken Hill mining companies are very
wealthy concerus, and therefore are fortunm-
ately in a position to contribute to a fund
for miners suffertng from odeeupational! dis-
ease, 1 do not know that at this atage there
are in Weatern Australia many wealthy min-
ing companies, although wndoubtedly some
of them have in the past distributed very
large sums indecd hy way of dividenda to
their sharcholders. However, there can he
no question that something will have to be
done, and that the State will have to recog-
nise its responsibility to those miners. I
am very sorrv that there has not been estab-
lished for their bemefit some scheme of land
settlement similar to that established for
our returned sohdiers. Tt is a faet that
many of the settlers in our newer wheat
districts originally came from the gold-
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fields, One from Kalgoorlie or Boulder can-
not travel through the eastern areas without
meeting scores of men who in their earlier
experienge in Western Australia followed
mining as an oeccupation. I see no reason
whatever why the pumber of men on the
goldficlds who still desire to get away from
mining should not be afforded assistance by
the Government. Undoubtedly conditions
on the goldfields are unsettled. The labour
is ineflicient partly becanse the men’s
physical condition does not enable them to
render the same service as in former years.
There is also a feeling of dissatistaction, of
unre¢st, created by the knowledge within
the man that he is not being paid a wage
sufficient to enable him to live in reasonable
comfort. I am not complaining of the fact
tbat the mining companies are resisting the
demand for higher wages. The ecompanies,
too, are now finding themselves in a diffi-
cult position, The mines are old, and near-
ing their end; and the companies gre not
to-day in as good a position to pay higher
wages as they were in former years, I
suppose the mine managements at the
present time are merely discharging their
obligations to their shareholders in fighting
the citation for increased wages. Un-
fortunately, the position is a cruel one for
the miners and their wives and chldren.

Mr. Davies: An inercase in wages is in-
evitable, though.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly, and quite
regardless of the effect which it may have
upon the mining industry. The argument
will not stand that we cannot provide a
ruling wage because to do so might result
in the extinetion of an industry. If we
went to the other extreme, by keeping on
reducing wages we¢ would enable any in-
dostry to continue in operation. If an
industry cannot pay a wage sufficient to
enable those who arc engaged in it to live
decently, honourably and honestly, that in-
dustry, or the portion of it concerned, must
cease to exist. There is nothing else for
it to do. .

Mr. Foley: The President of the Arbitra-
tion Court said that if a mine was not pay-
ing, the men engaged on it ought to work
at a cheaper rate.

Mr. Munsie: Not the present president.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Even in much
despised Germany they made attempts teo
dea! with those matters to which the Min-
ister for Mines has referred, as far back
as 20 years ago. They had a ubpiversal
scheme of national insurance, providing for
sickness, unemployment and other matters
affecting the workers. This scheme covered
every man, woman, and girl who had been
contributing to the fund. When these
people were in work they econtributed a
small amount to the national insurance
fund, the employers contributed a similar
amount, and 1 think the nation gave some-
thing as well. Contribution wis made com-
pulsory, When money was neceded because
of sickness, unemplovment or some other
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cause, the workers were enabled to draw
weekly payments from thia source. In
respect to our regard for the welfare of
those whe through illness, unemployment,
occupational diseascs, or other cause over
which they have no control, we in Australia
are far behind many other countries in the
world. This is really a national affair, for
in this country the workers move from one
State to the other, It is a question whieh
the Commonwealth Parliament might have
taken wp years ago in establishing
some form of national insuranee. It is not
Icss eruel for a man to see his wife and
children suffer because of his uanemploy-
ment, than it is for him to see them suffer
because of his illness, The great cloud
which overhangs every wage earner, even
when he is in employment and getting a
wage sufficient to enable him and his
family to live in decency and comfort, is the
future unemployment that may lie before
him, The wage earncr is not able to spend
even small gums of money in cartain diree-
tions because of the insecurity of his em-
ployment,  Egpeeially is this uncertainty
felt by the man who has the responsibili-
ties of a family. The only way to overcome
this difficulty—and the Australian Parlia-
ment might well have dealt with it years
ago—is to establish some form of natiomal
insurance whereby there will be secured to
the worker, no matter what industry he may
he engaged in, some means by which he can
keep going and prevent those dependent
upon him from suffering in the event of his
being overtaken by illness or unemploy-
ment. It is not too late now for us to do
something in this respect on the Eastern
goldfields, Tn many ways the econditions
there are worse to-day than ever bhefore.
This is not a party question. T believe that
proposals to meet that position would be
supported by cvery section of the com-
munity and ‘cvery member of the House, 1
hope the Minister will sec whether it is
possible to devise a suitable scheme to be
dealt with by Parliament next year, so that
something may be done towards establishing
an insurance fund, not only fer men cn-
gaged in the mining industry, but in other
industries as well. 1 wish to deal briefly
with the new finds on the goldfields, T hope
the Minister will treat gencrously those
men who are doing their best to open up
these new fields. I am not alleging any
want of sympathy for them in the past. It
ia certain tbat the new ficlds require nurs-
ing., They necd all the sympathy, consider-
ation, and assistance that any Minister or
Government can give thenr. In all new
fields the pioneering stages offer great diffi-
culties. When a field is well established,
the people cngaged upon it are generally
able to provide themselves with all their
reguirements, but in the early stages of a
new ficld tle difficulties regarding water
supply and erushing faeilities are great. 1
believe that the new find outside Kalgoor-
lie is fairly well placed in the matter of
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water supply. 1 hope the Minister will not
be afraid te provide crushing facilities
even in the early stages of the field, and
even if the departmental officers report
that possibly it is not sufficiently developed
to justify the cxpenditure of public funds
in the erection of Government batteries.
The amount involved would not be large.
A sum of £5,000 or £6,000 would cover the
cost of crecting a small plant. If it was
shown that a State battery was not justi-
fied, assistance might then be rendered to
any particular party who was willing to
put up the necessary crushing facilities. At
St. Ives the people stand greatly in necd
of erushing facilities. This field was dis-
covered some time after the Hampton
Plaina. At Hampton Plaing there is now
invested a good deal of English capital,
and some of the properties have becn
floated for large sums of moncy and are
going on with development work, These
shows will be able to provide all the crush-
ing facilities that are required without
need of outaide assistance. DBecause the
St. Ives field was found subsequent to
Hampton Plains, the eream had been taken
off the milk so far as it was concerned. The
leases at St. Ives are chiefly owned by the
local people of Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and
other neighbonring centres. It is not a
field that has been boomed, but T believe,
had it been the firat opened np, it would
have shown magnificent results. Owing to
these cireumstances, if has been diffienlt for
persons interested in St. Ives to obtain
sufficient capital to develop the field, and
it has devolved upon the local people, who
are in the position to do it, to invest their
own money for the purpose. Many of the
local men of Kalgoorlic and Boulder, who
are not in a big way of buaincss, have in-
dividually put up several thousands ot
pounds in an endeavour to open up the
field, T do not know the nature of the
report of the officer whe went to inspect the
field.

The Minister for Mines:
it yet.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I think it was the
superintendent of State batteries who went
out to report on the advisability of ereeting
a Government mill there.

Hon. T. Walker: Quite recently.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I hope the Minister
for Mines will take a penerous view of the
position, even though the field should turn
out a failore. We all know that there are
bound to be seme failures in any new mining
field. Tt is better to have a few failures,
however, than poassibly altow some promising
gshow to drop out of existence for the lack
of assistance. T bhelieve that if a mill were
provided at St. Ives in the near future, the
people there would he able to recover suffi-
cient gold from the properties to develop the
leases without the assistance of any ontside
eapital.

Mr. Lutey:

I have not seen

That is so.

1023

Hon, P. COLLIER: [ hope the Minister
will look into that aspect of the question.
During the last year or two our production
of copper has fallen off, in common with
gold and other minerals. This is to be re-
gretted. It is a pity that such a promising
field as that at Ravensthorpe should bave
been closed down for some time. I do not
IMame any one in particular for this. A dis-
trict which carried a thriving population of
600 or 700 persons for several years is to-day
lzanguishing and has been almost abandoned.
I do not know why this ghould be. There are
also difficulties in the way of opening up new
copper fields, Beyond Peak Hill there are
deposits of copper showing mueh higher per-
centages than anything else we have in the
State, and immeasurably higher percentages
than are found on properties that are pro-
fitably worked in other parts of Australia.
There are big deposits of copper beyond
Peak Hill giving up to 15 and 20 per cent.
ore. Owing to the cost of treatment and
transport, it is a difficult matter to open
them up. A large amount of money would
be required to establish the necessary treat-
ment works there, for otherwise there i3 no
way of dealing with the ore. The cost of
transport by road over a distance of 70 or
80 miles would he heavy, and on top of this
there would be the freight over 600 or 700
miles of railway. These difficulties make it
almost impossible to work even such rich de-
posits as these. It is a great loss to West-
ern Australia that these rieh mineral deposits
should he lying idle at a time when the
whole world is crying out for that which we
have in abundance, TUnfortunately, we are
for the moment powerless to make use of our
vast mineral resources. We are continually
being brought face to face with the old
sitvation, We are only a handful of people
trying to develop a vast territory. There are
but 330,000 people trying to develop a ter-
ritory in size nqual to another, earrying
scores of millions of people, in some other
part of the world. Had we the population
and the money—for money would follow
population, population in a sense being
money—we would be in a much better posi-
tion to open up these natural resources which
we possess in various parts of the State, We
have the Yampi iron deposits in the North-
West. In my time these were taken up as a
copper proposition. I remember providing
the first assistanee in the way of transport
by boat and the necessary equipment for
those who went up there. This was an
amount sufficient to enable the party con-
cerned to proceed to Yampi Sound. The
rights were acquired by these people dur-
ing the time I was in office owing to the
agsistance rendered by the Government of
the day, We now learn that there are min-
eral deposits there worth millions of pounds.
This is alse true of minerals in other parts
of Western Australia. The Greenough dis-
trict is rich in lead. The people interested
have been trying to develop these fields un-
der the same difficultics that have existed in
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Ravensthorpe and eclsewhere.
facing these fields is that of treatment
works, That is the hampering influence at
Northampton, Ravensthorpe and other dis-
tricts I eould meantion. This ecan only be
overcome by the expenditure of large sums
of money. These are times when money is
dear and hard to get, and the Government
are faced with difficulties in that respect. 1
hope the XMinister will give substantial as-
sistance in this direction wherever it is
nceded, so lonp as he is satisfied that the
expenditure is warranted, No one asks that
monay should be thrown away on rash or
doubtful propositions. If after due investi-
gation it is found that the cxpenditure is
warraited, I trust that the Minister will be
gencrons in the assistance that he renders in
the direction 1 have indicated.

The problem

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.90 p.m,

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [7.30]: Both the
Minister for Mines and the leader of the
Opposition remarked that there was nothing
new te he said about the mining industry.
By that one might be led to believe that
there is nothing new to e done for an in-
dustry that has already done so much for
the State, in order to give it an impetus
again. There are several ways in which T
think an impetus could be given to it, and
T desire to mention oue or two of these nat-
ters.  Mining has "been of great advantage
to the State. 1Many millions won from the
gold have heen taken away from the State
which while ecariching the State also en-
riched men and companies ontside Western
Austratia, Unfortunately the State has not
taken full advantage of its power to levy
toll upon those people who have taken the
money away from the State.  Each member
of this Chamber is to blame. When we take
info consideration the cost to the State of
onr mining industry, we have to realisc that
there ix that Dbigger expenditure, which no
noney ran compensate, namely, the loss of
lives in our mines, Recently I went juto
the statisties regarding accidents, serions
and trivial, and deaths on the mines. Tak-
ing the number of men employed in the
mines up to 1913 and comparing the acei-
dents and deaths in the mines, T found that
our mwines were responsible for a greater pro-
portion, hoth of aceidents and deaths, than
were all but three regiments of Australian
soldiers who went away to the Front, These
figures are remarkable, but unfortunately T
eannot present them to members, as the mem-
ber for Collie (Mr. Wilson), to whom T lent
them, is not present. T think that we should
make a wreat endeavour to eut down this
serious loss of life, Many systems have heen
spoken ahout and every Minister who has
been in charge of the Mines Department has,
T helieve, done his hest to assist mining. T
believe, however, that the one thing we must
take into consideration s mot so much the
quantity of air whieh is admitted to the
mines, hut its quality. I am convineed that
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the zir in the mines must be made much
purer than it jis at the present time. Every -
authority one e¢an read, and one’s own ex-
perience shows that it is the question of
quality, rather than guantity. If the offieials
of the Mines Department devoted their at-
tention more to the quality than the volume
of the air in the mines, it would he a great
achievement. We have heard references to
the incfivient labour available.  That in-
efficiency has heen apparent ever since 1914
and for the renson one has only to remember -
that the 11th, 16th, and 28th battalions, and
most of the tunnellers’ corps, were gold-
fields people.  These men, who could break
ore at a less cost per ton than was possible
with black labour in South Africa, were most
eflicient workmen, and with their departure
it was only natural that the efficiency of
Iabour on the mines would he Jowered. Some
of those men who have ¢ome back from the
war do not desire to go back to the mines,
and othiers have returned in a condition which
precindes them from oing so. We will have
to cvolve some scheme to secure a better
clars of worker in the wmines, so as to raise
the standard of efficieney,  We mmst also
take into ceonaideration the question of how
we can utilise the labour of those men who
have to leave the mines, On the Address-in-
reply 1 spoke in favour of veeational train-
ing amd T teel eertain that if that systew
were adepted, we would find the miners re-
spond to it well, Some of the best settlers
in the agricultural arens have been miners.
Their  training  undergromnd, where they
lcarnt to be independent of the bosses,
stowels them in good stead. These men, who
himl to exercise intelligence in the wmines, °
excereise that intelligence equally well in the
agrienltural industry. These men, who often
have to leave mining on aceount of therr
health, are not alle to attain to affluent
circumatances, and naturally, if they had
some ather trade to which they eould turm,
it wonld he a great advantage to them. For
this reasom alone, T think members would
find that a system of voentional training
wanld be availed of by the men on the gold-
fiehis. That is one of the first things that
the Mines Department shoull econsider and
if miven effeet to, T think it would do in-
valeniable good to the State. There i3 an-
ather way in which T believe healthy con-
ditions econld be obtained on the mines, W
lear at the present time that the Govern-
ment intend settling men on the Jand., I
have already mentioned that some of our
most successful farmers are men who have
come from the goldfields. These men, in
some eases, have heen foreed to leave their
ocenpations in the mines. T am one who only
left in time. T think we conld bring about
a great measure of relicf to these men if
a svstem were adopted whereby, after 2 medi-
cal examination, they could he told that
they must not continue working-in the mines.
Some such system would give these men an
apportunity to avail themselves of assistance
from the (overnment to go on the land. The
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and a medical certifieate, the production of
which should entitle them to assistance from
the Government. Jf we could take say 100
men from the mining districts and put them
on ¢learing agricultural land and erecting
wottages for the settlers, it would bhe a very
great improvement on the existing system.
The settlers couldl ke charged more for their
land but, on the other hand, their land would
Tie all ready for a ¢rop, and they would have
i good chance of tuking something off their
boldings in the first year. A much discussed
question is that ot the working conditions
in a mine. Many miners favour the day
lubour system. Although I believe that such
a system is a good one, yet 1| am convinced
that o wmajority of the men are in favour of
contracts, conditionally on the contracts
being let under equitable conditions.

Mr, f.ambert: But the contract system on
the goldfields has killed bundreds of men.

Mr. FOLEY: 1 appreciate that better
than does the hon. member. I agree that
the contract system has killed numbers of
men; but on the other hand numbers of
others have been killed wnder other gystems,
Given good air and improved conditions the
miners, even when working on contraets,
would enjoy a much lopger life than they
to to-day. 1f the eontract system is to ob-
tain, the Govermment ought to call together
representatives of the mine owners and of
the miners and draw up equitable conditions
of contract. When first I came into the
Chamber the mullockers in the Gwalia mine
were being paid 11s. 2d. a shift. To-day they
are making much more than that on contract.
Miners generally are not getting anything
like sufficient wages under the Arbitration
Court award. DMining, now that it is in its
decling in this State, requires much more at-
tention than it did when it was flourishing.
it is the chemist who will assist mining in
the future. We see by the Kstimates that
there is an increase in the vote for the
Gieological Survey Department, To-night we
heard the Minister say that the Geological
Survey Department had almost reached van-
ighing point. That bheing so, T say that those
fighting a rearguard aetion for the geologi-
cal survey are receiving better treatment
than they did when mining was at its zenith.
If the Minister is desirous that mining
should get the fullest possible results from
the labours of the chemists, e should see to
it that the departmental reports are more
promptly made available. Nine months ago
a geolorieal survey was made of the country
north of Leonora. Tt was c¢learly evident
that the area contained some of the very
best eontact country. The rerort of that
survey i not yet available. The Gwalia
Miming Company were prepared to spend
£3,000 per annum on prospecting that coun-
try. When a company thus show their bona
fides they should be emcouraged. The com-
pany wrote down asking for certain sections
of that report to enable them to get their
men out. The Minister readiiy granted their
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request.  Btill, | contend that the report in
its entirety should have been made available
long ago. Only to-night the Minister said
that one report—possibly the one to which 1
am referring—had been in the hands of the
(GGoverninent Printer for nine months. It the
Goverument Printing Office cannot get out
these reports in less than mmne months, then
in the interests of the industry the work
should be handed over to a private firm,

Mr. Underwood: It is not the Government
I'rinter who is at fault, but the official; this
paraphrasing has to be done.

Mr., FOLEY: The hon. member is making
a fetish of this paraphrasing. Tt cannct he
gainsaid that there is a big chance of a tub-
stantial revival in mining. Yet that revival
will probably be seriously injured hy tie
exorhitant price of all mining commodities,
The I'rices Regunlation Commission sghould
consider the cost of mining requisites.

The Minister for Mines: It ought to he
more important than beer.

Mr, POLEY : It ought indeed. Only a few
evenings ago [ read out a complete table con-
trasting the current prices with the pre-war
prices of all mining commodities. That in-
formation is already in ‘‘Hansard,”’ and
theretore there is mo occasion to rvepeat it.
I' will content myself by remarking that in
the ¢ase of one commodity, whereas the pre-
war price was £55, the price to-day is £130.
In these circumstances it is very diffieult in-
deed to profitably work a mining show, TIf
a member represents mining, he should re-
present the industry as a whole, and not
make out a case for one mine while neglect-
ing the remainder. If we were to proceed on
those lines there would be no industrvy at
all in the couwrse of a few years. Here is
another mining commodity which, costing
2s. 1d. before the war, now costs £27, This
shows elearly that the indunstry is at the
mercy of some influence heyond the Com-
monwealth. 1f the Priees Regulation Com-
mision can trace a line of groceries from the
consumer back through the retail shop to the
merchant “s warchonse and thence to the fae-
tory, surely the same Commission can trace
a mining requisite with a view to checking
the priee. Given mining requisites at a rea-
sonable cost, and given efficient labour such
as we had before the war, the industry wonld
not he suffering from inordinately high
vosts, Tn verv many instances the men in
onr mipes are- not so efficient ag they were
hefore the war,

Mr. Teesdale: They are not all wrerks, are
they !

Mr. POLEY: A laree proportion of them
are, Fren those who eseaped wounds and dis-
ease are considerably older than they wero
at the outbreak of the war. It must be
remembered that physically none of the men
working in the mines to-day will be worth
much m ten vears’ time. Of course some
of the mines are not so prejndicial to health

as are others, One mine, while nob
having sn great a volume of air as
another, ¥et has a  Tbetter quoality of



N
1028

air, which gives a man an improved chance.
I am pleased that the Minister has at last
seen his way clear to take action regarding
the liens on leases. This has heen a source
of annoyance to various Ministers. When
the present leader of the Opposition “was
Minister for Mines I saw him with regaru
to one lease over which there was a lien, and
he was powerless to do anything. I am glad
that the present Minister is alioting the ex-
isting conditions in order to make it possible
for zome of these leases to be worked, in-
stead of being held up as they have been for
many years. Seven years ago the leader of
the Opposition, who was then Minister for
Mines, was asked to throw open a lease in
the Mt, Ida district. Two thousand pounds
had been advanced on that lease, and the
people had given it a very fair run, but un-
fortunately they had come out on the wrong
aide of the ledger. This occurred 17 years
ago. Because those people had not been able
to repay the £2,000, this lease remained idle
until the wmonth before last, simply on ae-
ecount of a fool regulation by the Alines De-
partment that the money must be repaid by
any party wishing to take up the lease, a
debt in the incurring of which they had had
no hand. Now that the Minister for Mines
has decided to remove the embargo relating
to liens on leases, he should deal with each
ease individually. A party of men might
work a mine for a time and then throw it up,
after having obtained considerable assist-
ance from the (lovernment. Another party
might then take over the mine, but this
party might include the men who had the
lcase originally, and in this way they might
make a good thing out of it. Tf the Govern
ment come to tho assistance of any man,
party, or company, (hey should be ecareful
niot to Teave themselves open to being fleeced
in this way. The MMinister shonld recognise
that the monetary assistance given for eart-
age is not what it should be., When a inan
warking a show pets out a ernshing, he is
often doubtful whether it will pay. If he
could get the crushinpg earted to the battery
and tested, it would give him a better chance.
Tnder existing conditions an application for
snch assistance has to go before the Svperin-
tendent of State Bafteries. Any concession,
anbsidy or assistance given to an individuval
on his application to the Minister should he
granted out of the Mines Development vote.
Tt is of the greatest importance to assist the
men working shows to ascertain whether
there is any value in the ore they are break.
ing. T hope the Minister will consider this
point. T trust that the mining industry will
prosper. There is another point to which T
referred the other night and which I wish to
stress once more. We have a Government
Analyst who is Chief Tnspector of Explo-
sives, drawing a salary of over £600, and a
chemist who receives £480, When we have
two such officials in the one department paid
by the Government and workinyg for the same
veonle, there should not be such a decided
difference of opinion bhetween them ag there
is. a difference of opinion which must have
the cffeet of retarding the mining industry.
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I refer to the question of the treatmeat of
alunite for manure. Dr. Simpson, who re-
putedly ranks among the five most highly
qualified chemists in the world, hay gained in
this State practical csperience that warrants
us as regarding him as the hest possible
Jjudge of this matter, When the alunite ore
was broken, Dr. Simpson said the product
was an cxcellent fertiliser. A private firm
then started te make this fertiliser, and was
suceesaful.  Trial Jots were sent out, and in
course of time orders were received from the
farmers. In fact, the farmers were so satis-
fied that rcpeat orders were given. When
the first orders were sent out, the firm relied
on the opinion of Dr. Simpson that alunite
wng an excellent fertiliser. Then the Gov-
crument Analyst, Mr. Mann, intervened and
put an end to the industry, asserting that
this was not a registered fertiliser and there-
fore conld not be placed on the market.

The Minister for Mines: Not quite in that
way,

Mr. FOLEY: That is the way it was put
to the men who were producing this fertil-
iser. The head chemist asaid this fertiliser
wug of a eertain value, and after the farmers
had proved its valoe to their own satisfac-
tiem, they were not permitted to make addi-
tional purchases because Mr. Mann said that
Dr. Simpson’s word could not be accepted.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, no.

Mr. FOLEY: He said that Dr. Simpson’s
word eould not be taken in this instance, be-
canse that gentleman was not am agricul-
tural chemist.

The Minister for Mines: The point was
that a fertiliser mnust have certain soluble
contents and Mr. Mann said that this fer-
tiliser did mot contain them,

Mr. FOLEY: And Dr. Simpson said that
it did. Irrespective of tcechnieal considera-
tions, of which I profers to know nothing,
this industry was and still is prevented from
cperating and employing labour. Tt was
operating in the Kanowna district. The
more industries we can start and the preater
nse we can make of our natural resources,
the better it will be for the State. The Min-
ister should inquire into the duplication of
these positions. There was a difference of
opinion regarding one matter of chemistry
a few years ago, and on that occasian Mr.
Mann put his opinion practically against the
world.

Mr. Lambert: He only does that because
there is not another world.

Mr. FOLEY: As a boy I was taught that
there was another world.

Mr. Lambert: XNot onc to which Mann will
ever go.

Mr. FOLEY: The same MMr. Mann put
his opinion againat the world in regard to
spirits. Again, T am not an authority on
spirits, but T contend that Mr. Mann did not
come out on top on that oceasion. There is
evidence that the quality of the fracteur,
which until recently was being used in the
mines, was not what it should have heen.
Muneh of the ill-health suffered by miners
is caused by the use of bad fracteur, and
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there was a degree of uncertainty among the
miners as to whether the best class of frae-
teur was being used. Again that same gentle-
man put his opinion against that of the
highest authorities, but the fracteur now be.
ing vsed in the mines is not of the standard
recommended by Mr. Mann. The fracteur
being used is of a quality recommended by
the best chemists of the world. I do not
mention these things out of a desire to in-
dulge in personalities or with any thought of
victimisation consequent upon the recent hap-
penings, but if any employee of the Govern-
ment is not delivering the goods I, as on¢ of
the trustees for the people, intendl to cxer-
cise my right to criticise him. I do not say
that Mr. Mann is not doing his duoty, but the
Government are paying salaries to two chem-
ista and are not getting the best results from
them,

Mr. Lambert: Mann ia the inspector under
the Explosives Act and under the Fertilisers
Act.

Mr. FOLEY: He is Inspector of Explo-
sives, Inspector of Fertilisers, Government
Analyst, and everything eclse. T would be
opposed to the appointment of a sclect com-
mittee to inquire into this matter. T have
never yet voted for the appointment of a
select committee, and I never shall unless I
alter my views a good deal. There should
be a departmental inquiry, preferably con-
ducted by the Minister, into this duplication.
If these two chemists eannot apgree——

Mr. Lambert: Give them a holiday until
they can,
Mr. FOLEY: If I am working with &

man and I disagree with him it is necessary
that one of us should leave,

Mr. Lambert: And the other fellow would
leave.

Mr, PFOLEY: If I were employing men
and knew that I was not getting the best
results consequent on_ disagreement between
two of them, and if I were not capable of
judging which of the two wair in the right,
I wonld be unfit to have men in my charge.
If the duplication is allowed to con-
tinve, it wmust prove extremely detrimental
to the best interests of the State,

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.15]: The
House should have some explanation from
the Minister regarding the appointment of
the present assistant State Mining En-
gineer. I kpow that the appointment is not
one for which the present Minister was
responsible, but in some mysterious manuner
Mr. Blatchford has been taken from the
Geological Department and appointed to the
position of assistant State Mining Engineer.
I understand that Mr. Blatchford i3 a
geologist, and that he had been working on
the field staff of the Geological Department
for a considerable time. What particnlar
qualifications the Minisier may suggest the
officer has o fil} this new position, hon.
members are at a loss to kmow. A good
deal of criticism has been levelled at the
State Mining Engineer, Mr. Montgomery,
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but it is unoecessary for me to dilate
upon it. If an assistant State Mining

Ecgineer is required he should he a
man  who is possessed of the varying
gnalifications required to fit him for the
position. I do net suggest that any hon.
member iz qualified to demonstrate the
different branches of scicnee and industry
in whieh such an officer should be versed,
to fit him for the position which he will
presumably be ealled upon to fill at some
Later date, but [ do hope. the Minister will
give the House some information on the
question. The member for Leonora (Mr,
Faley} made some reference to the Govern-
ment Analyst, Mr. Mann. We should have
set before us a elear idea of the duties of
the various posts which Mr. Mann is ealled
upon to fill. The hon. member said that he
possessed a thousand times more knowledge
on this subjcet than I did. He then pro-
ceeded to refer to the necessity for chemiste
in Western Awustralia. T fancy that if we
had a chemist in this State possessing all the
knowledge and ability to separate conceit
from knowledge, the hon. member would get
an awful shock, if anything at all ecould
shoek him.

The Minister for Works:
express that in a formula?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know of any
formula that would embrace the hon. mem-
ber’s qualifications. The Minister must
know full well that the time has arrived
when Mr. Mann’s duties should be c¢learly
defined. We should have a common sense
nssesgment of his ~ ability to I the
respeetive positions he now occupies. I be-
lieve he is a good analyst, and upon that
seore¢ I have no desire to speak. He has
certainly boxed the compass in the range of
hiz investigations, and he has dabbled in all
rorts of things, from alunite to pot-still
whisky. Although the member for Leonora
has only a erude knowledge of the subject,
he did strike a half truty, as he invariably
does.

Hon. P, Collier: He struck it accidentally.

How do you

Mr. LAMBERT: He stumbled over it,
however, both in his manner of speech
and in the matter of knowledge, just as

he stumbles over most things. There has
been a conflict of opinion between Mr,
Mann, and the different chemisis who have
ventured to range their knowledge along-
side his. [ ean instanee the experiments
carried out by the Mines Department in
connection with alunite. After a consider-
able amount of experimental work, Dr. Simp-
son recommended the use of raw alunite
direct to the soil with a ecertain addition of
valeium earbonate as being soluble, or at all
events sufficiently soluble, to justify its uss
as a fertiliser. I think these experiments cost
between £1,000 and £1,500., By the expen-
diture of a two-penny stamp, I received from
the Burean of Mines in Ttah, in the United
States, considerably more information than

"has been obtained from the experiments. T

do not blame the Minister for what occurred.
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The Minister for Mines: Was it not an
0.8. stamp?

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes, and it was money
well spent, At the very moment when the
Mines Department were experimenting in the
calcination of alunite on the castern pold-
fields, to test the solubility of potastium salts
for use by the farmers, at Utah the Bureau
of Beionee and Mines was engaged in making
similar experiments.

The Minister ror Mines:
we were up to date. .

Mr. LAMBERT: XNot at all. I have not
yet heard the resnlts of the local experi-
ments,
sent  Minister when the idea of caleining
alunite on the Eastern goldfields was first
nooted.  The Minister was right in having
these experiments condueted if he thought he
could not get the necessary data from some
other part of the world, But his responsible
officers should have known that important ex-
periments, based upon the need for potassium
salts Ffor the soil were being cowdncted at
that time, aud by the expenditure of two-
pence  vould have obtained a  considerable
amount of data of great value.

The Minister for Mines: Why did vou not
advise aa?

Mr. LAMBERT: T did say T thought it
wae n foolish act on the Minister's part to
sanction the expenditure of any sam of
money in ealeining alunite on the Eastern
goldfields. I am not finding fault, for prob-
ably he thought it would be right to give the
experiment a trial, but if the course T have
suggested hird heen followed, a sum of £1,000
or £1,300 couid have been saved to the State.
If these cxperiments were not being con-
dueted elsewhere, the departmental officers
would have been justified in recommending
that ther shanld be condueted here. This is
one of the conflicting functions of Mr. Mann
in which he differs from Dr. Simpson. Dr.
Simpsen has hefore him the data in con-
nection with that cxperimental work, and he
and lhis assistants have heen making their
own experiments regarding the solubility of
potassium salts in alunite. After being ap-
plied to the soil, he has arrived at the con-
clusion that alunite in its raw state, with the
addition of a little caleium carbonate ia then

. readily aceessible as a plant food. The ser-
iousness of the position is that, after eon-
ducting these experiments for a period of
several months at a cost of a considerable
sum of money, Mr. Mann, in his capacity as
the inspector of fertilisers, has disagreed with
Dr. Simpson as to the sclubility of the
potash contents of alunite, and will not
sanction this fertiliser to be registered. He
is quite within his province in taking up that
attitude under the Fertiliser Act. T blame
the Minister for Agriculture for thia posi-
tion, hecanse some 12 months or two years
apo there was drafted an amendment to the
Fertiliser Aet whirh to a ecertain extent
might have remedied the Qifficnlty. That is
not the only trouble affecting the mining in-
dustry of Western Australia. Alunite is not
the only valnable constituent in this State

That shows that

I casually mentioned this to the pre-
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containing potassium salts, which are so es-
sential for the soil. e have also great
bodies of felspar and felspathic material
contajubng o large quantity of potassium
salts, which would be inost valuable as a
plant food and fertiliser if they were only
ground and applied almost as they natorally
acenr.  Tf an industry of that kind were
started, - it wonld immediately be fonnd that
Mp. Mann possessed the full right under the
Fertiliser Act to prevent its use in Western
Australia, notwithstanding the fact that eur
lawds ave starving for the want of that neces-
sary commadity. [n our State departments
we have the geological laboratery, and that
attachel to the office of Government Analyst
and  Tnspector of Fxplosives, and we have
another in the Railway Department wnder the
railway chemist, all under separate jurisdie-
tion. We ashounld have some co-ordination
and co-gperation hetween these different de-
partments. They shonld all be under one
ilepartment and one head official.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is largely a
iestion of housing.

Mr. LAMBERT: To a large extent, that
is so. | think that if the Minister were to
speak to the Minister for Warks on the suh-
jeet he would not fail to find some suitable
aceommodation for the housing of the Gov-
ernment laboratories.

The Minister for Mines:
proposition to him,

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister for Mines
rould give him carte blanche, and I am sure
he would find a place that was snitable.
It wonld not be the first time that the Min-
ister for Works had shown his versatility.
He did so hefore in conneetion with the civil
service strike, when he acted as his own
paymaster. [f all the eivil servants had
ceased work T think he would have taken on
the lathes at the State Implement Works,
Surely he has sufficient versatility to find a
suitable huilding in Western Australia for
all our chemists. T hope a note will be
made of this matter. Some little fime
ago, partly through departmental jeal-
ousy, there was a good deal of wunder-
ground engineering with regnrd to the con-
trol of the sub-departments of Mines,
We had on the one hand certain officers of
the Mines Department proper fighting for
the control of the entire department; and

T will put the

on the other hand we had the Geologieal
Department  demanding  full econtrol. No
finality  has ever been reached. For

some time past a good deal of criticiam has

been levelled at the administration of
the Mines Department, Most of the officers
of that department, T believe, are do-
ing their  best; but until the entire
department is placed under one head, the
pasition eannot he satisfactory. If the

State Mining Engineer is performing the
functions he should be performing as State
Mining FEngineer, thea he should have fnll
and direct control of all the hbranches of
our Mines Department, It is nonsensieal
for the (eolngiral Department to econtend
for control. T hope the Minister will make
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&*
an endeavour to place all the ramifications
of the departmeut under one head. If the
State Mining Enginecr is not capable of tak-
ing control, this House and the eountry should
be told of it.

The Minister for Mines:
lent geologist.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 am not referring to
Mr. Montgomery's qualifications in  any
particular branch of mining, Some time
ago a scetion of the Mines Department re-
commended the establishment of an  ex-
perimental plant in Kalgoorlie. Apparently
a small experimental plunt was pnt np at the
Bchoel of Mines in Kalgoorlic, and this was
a very commendable move. [t is to be hoped
that the students at the sehool will find the
plant advantageous in their pursuit of that

e is an excel-

Enowledge  which is so  ¢ssential v their
calling.
The Minister for Mines: Tt should huve

been establighed at Coolgardie.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are
many deposits of ore in this State which
<could be conecnfrated at the treatinent
ptant erceted in Coolgardic.  In cannection
with that plant, let me say that the Chic
Inspector of Batteries was sent all over
Australia in order that he might gain
sufficient kunowledge to enuble him te put
up a concentrating plant. He could have
written to the Eastern States aund found out
from the various Mines Departments there,
at the cost of a twopenny stamp, all that
he wanted to know. T contend that as
Chief Inspector of Batteries he should have
been in posscsgion of sufficient data and in-
formatian to design a plant sunitable for
the concentration of scheelite. However,
the plant was designed and erected, and it
treated two or threec small parcels of schee-
lite ore. One pareel in particular was
treated experimentally, and the extraction
of scheelite was not very good; and I do
not know that the owner of the parcel
gained very much from having it treated
experimentally by the Government, The
plant cost £5.000 or £6,000; and I wish to
point out that while there is perhaps nal
much scheelite in the distriet, a consider-

nntlaubted,

able quantity of molvbdenite iz to be fouml

in this State, and that with some little altera-
tion this plant conld bhe utilised for cxperi-
mental porposes.

Mr. Underwood: For experimenting on
what?

Mr. LAMBERT:
denite.

Mr. Underwood:
there. .

AMr, LAMBERT: Yes. T have seen molyb-
denite which would probably carry 15 or 20

r cent. However, of that matter T know
ttle except from hearsay, The plant
has all the power ernshing and mill-
ing . capacity  necessary for experimental
purposes. Tor example, praetical experi-
ments in eonnection with oil fAotation ecould
easily be made at that plant. T believe the
%ig mines would eontribute something to-

The recovery of molyhb-

There is no molybdenite
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wards the cost of experiments with the oil
flotation process. [f the plant i3 ever
goiny to be of any use to Western Australia,
and if it is not required for scheclite, the
respousible officer should find out whether
there is any other vre deposit snitable for

treatment at the plant. We have the rich
cormiklrum  ores of the Kimborleys, which
have mever yet been taekled; and that
mineral is worth £60 or £70 per ton
after lressing, Again, there i§ the
molybdenite,  The plant is in a  good
central  position, and in saying  that
[.am not at all adopting a parochial
view, [ wonld never put forward the

claims of Coolgardie on a parochial basis.
The plant is sitvated in a central position,
and readily accessible from the railway
system of the State. Now let me revert
to the experimental plant at the School of
Mines in Kalgoorlie, Some few wecks ago
1 was told there that the school reguired,

among other things, a small hattery, At
the very time the Kalgoorlie school
was requiring  this  battery, the Director
of the Perth Technical School, or some
other  person  responsible, was  clamour-
ing to throw one out. I was, in Ffact,

thrown out, and sent to the State Tinple-
ment Works to be smashed up for serap. Ts
not that sof

The Miniater for Works. [ helieve that is

correct.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, aud the battery
must have cost £600 or £700.

Mr. Underwood: A three-stamp batftery
woulll be better serapped.

Mr. LAMBERT: Possibly some people

would be ungracious cnough to think tha:
that vemark wonld apply to the hon. mem-
ber interjecting. T hope the Minister for
Mines will have inguiries made and asecer-
tain who is responsible for the bungling in
econnection with this battery. Tf what tho
Kalgoorlie school required was a battery
capable of crushing a little stone, and Qe-
maongtrating in a practieal way what ean be
done as regards experimenting with ores
of a complex nature, the battery scrapped
by the Perth Technical School waa highly
guitable for that purpose. Aectually, while
one school was sending out a requisition far
the hattery, another school was clameuring
to have its battery smashed up for scrap.
T bring this matter to the Minister’s notice
in the friendliest way, and not in a spirit of
eriticism. T take it the duty of a member
of Parliament who knows of happenings of
this description is to bring them before the
Minister, so thot he ean hring to hook the
officers responsible. Tt is a wreat pity
that the department is not nf vuch a nature
as to admit of absolute contenl hv the Min-
ister. T wounld like to see the Mines Denart-
ment eonduet a mining bhank in the same
way as the Agrieultural Bank. The Mines
Department  should have a furd  from
which they eonld draw to porchase wmining
machinery of a suitable nature, which eoutd
be repaired in a depot and then sent ot for
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departmental
pectors,

Mr. Smith: Jde Bernales is doing that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Mr. de Bernalea dis-
likes me, J know; and I like his dislike. Prob-
ably he will thank me for offering this sug-
gestion, which, if adopted, wonld resuit in the
saving of a considerable sum of money to the

nse or for the use of pros-

department and the prospectors. As re-
gards the prospector whoe applies for
assistance, he should be financed in
much the same way as a settler on
the land. Under present econditions the
prospector who makes a find must im-
mediately root out all the ore possible and

gend it to the nearest battery so0 that he

may mee{ his financial obligations. The
Minister knows as well as anyone that
such =a proceeding is unsound and un-

scientific. T contend that the Minister should
have at his- disposal a sum of money from
which advances could be made to prospec-
tors on sane, sound, commercial lines, to en-
able them to develop their mines unti) the
stage is reached when the property is ready
for an equipment of its own. That system
would be infinitely preferable to the present
slipshod fashion of ﬁnancing prospectors.
The Minister however, cannot adopt it until
a fund is established.

The Minister for Mines: Wa are doing it.

Mr. LAMBERT: But not in ‘the manner
T suggest it should be done. If a prospector
approached the Minister to-morrow and
stated that he had discovered a payable reef
or lode and wanted to go down a couple of
hundred feet ouw it, the Government would
not have the money to advance to enabl
him to do that. :

The Minister for Mines. We have,

Mr. LAMBERT: Give me one instance.

The Minister for Mines: Phillips River.

Mr. LAMBERT: ‘The Minister is refer-
ring to the smelting works.

The Minister for Mines:
gold mines as well

Mr. LAMBERT: Well I do not know of
any.

The Minister €or Mines:
every day.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister may
be advancing money, but he is not
doing it in a sufficiently big way to enable
the policy to have a lasting benefit on the in-
dustry. The Minister chould have at least
a quarter of a million at his command and
the moment a man had developed his pro-
perty sufficiently to justify the Government
sending a responsible officer to report on the
property, the advance should be made if the
report was favourable. Tt is only in this
way that we  can secure a continuity of
operations so far as the mining induvstry is
concerned.

The Minister for Mines: Yon ought to be
made Minister for Mines in the next admin-
istration.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not know that that
will hother me very much.

And some of the

We are doing it
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The Minister for Mines: You would want
a sound policy; not one like that which you
are advocating. At any rate I would not like
to be the Treasurer.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1If there is to be a ncw
administration wext year that administration
should do everything possibie to assist in the
fostering of every enterprise.

The Minister for Mines: Are you making
a policy speech on behalf of your leadert

Hon. P. Collier: We will do all things
negessary.

Mr, LAMBERT- 7Yes, and leave it at that.

Hon. P. Collier: There i3 no need to
specify. )

Mr. LAMBERT: We will put forward an
attractive policy, one that will absolutely
astound the Minister.

The CHATRMAN: 1 would remind the
hon. member we arc discussing the Mines
Estimates.

Mr. LAMBERT: ©No one appreciates the
regources of the State better than hon. mem-
bers on this side of the House, and if we
embark on any big developmental acheme it
will be done on sound lines, and on lines that
will command the support of right thinking
people.

Mr. B8mith: Why did you not do it when
you had the opportunity?

Mr., LAMBERT: We are Scotch you
know, and there is ne harm in thinking the
matter over. 'We have in Western Australia,
ports on our Western coast that lond them-
selves by their situation to the exploitation
of our varying mineral resources. We have
Geraldton which claims that we should erect
lead smelting works in its vieinity.

Mr. Hudson: Is that part of your pelicy,
too?

Mr. LAMBERT: The leader of the Op-.
position will refer to matters of policy.

The Minister for Mines: You then are
only the spininz jenny, a sort of side shaw.

My, LAMBERT. A good claim can be
advanced for the erection of smelters at Ger-
aldton provided the matter of fuel can he
sntisfactorily got over, and if so, there is no
reason why the resourees of that district
should not then be smelted on the spot.

The Minister for Mines: Why did you not

“establish your chemical works up theret

Mr, LAMBERT: They would not be suffi-
ciently near to the resources we are exploit-
ing, Possibly within 12 months eur eom-
pany will be utilising the port of Geraldtom
to the extent of 50,000 tong a year.

The Minister for Mines: Only exporting
n-aterial; what about treating it theret

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Minister will show

. suffieient interest in the treatment of that

ore, we may be realy to discuss the matter
with him,

The Minister for Mines: You are pretty
warm; voun want us to do the job for you.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not, further #han
iz absolutely essential. But T can assure the
Minister that T will not trouble him to a
great extent. A claim can be made for the
smelting of lead at Geraldton. I know that
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the Minister has at the back of his head the
question of establishing big metallurgical
works, and every member who i3 conversant
with the mineral resources close to the coast
of Western Australia, will agres thay the
time has arrived when we can no longer
afford to continue to give tiddley-winking
encouragement to the mining industry. . A
comprehensive poliey should be carried out
in connection with the utilisation of the raw
products of the State, and what should
weigh with the departmental heads is the
rgsources aud the position of the respective
ports such as Bunbury, Fremantle, and Ger-
aldton.

The Minister for MMines: What is wrong
with Albany?

Mr. LAMBERT: I understand there are
ores in that district that could be turned to
commercial use. I would like to say a few
words about the iron deposits which exist at
Yampi Sound. Not only have we those valu-
able deposits there, but similar Jdeposits exist
in places like Mt. Victoria outside of South-
ern Cross, where there are millions of tons
of iron ore euitable for smelting. If
the present Government are going to remain
in control, a comprehensive policy should be
advanced for the establishment of .iron and
steel works in Western Australia, for after
all, such works are the key of our futore
prosperify. The Government should make a
serions attempt to establish big secondary
industries in the State. At the present time
the majority of those who constitute the Mit-
chell Government look- upon the estahlish-
ment of secondary industries in an unfavour-
ahle Tight.

The Minister for Works: Not a bit of it.

Mr. LAMBERT: Did not the Government
announce from the house-tops that at the
first opportunity they would sell the trading
concerns?

The Minister for Mines: The trading con-
cerng are not all secondary industries. At
any rate it i3 unkind of you to make such
a statement when the Government assisted
you to establish a secondary industry.

Mr. LAMBERT: I mean that secondary
industries should be directly or indirectly es-
tablished by the (i6vernment.

The Minister for Works: Selling the trad-
ing concerns doea not mean cloging them
down.

Mr. LAMBERT: Some of the trading
concerns are secondary industries. Take the
brickworks and the timber mills as an ex-
ample.

The
them?

Mr. LAMBERT: The announced policy of
the Government was that they would sell
those works at the firgst opportunify.

The Minister for Worka: They could not
be taken out of Western Australia,

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not care whether
secondary industries are established directly,
or by way of anbsidy, I prefer that they
should be State enterprises. But I do say
that a serious attempt should be made to es.
tablish steel and iron works in the State.

Minister for Mines: What about
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We have at Collie an almost unlimited sup-
ply of eoal.

The Minigter for Mines: What are you
going to do with it9

Mr. LAMBERT: It is certainly not of &
kind that is:suitable for coke, but it would
be suitable for the generation of electricity on
a large scale at the pit’s mouth, and current
could he sent to Bunbury for its proper util-
isation. There are 20 Aifferent industries
that coulil ke immediately established if we
hal a big scheme of power generation at the
pit’s mouth, and if we could send current to
the nearest port.

The BMinister for Mines: 1t could not be
generated any cheaper than we are doing
now at FEast Perth.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are large quan-

‘tities of waste coal and slacks that are not

nlilised at the present time. The member
ior Collie (Mr. Wilson) has informed me
that the quantity runs into between 50,000
and 60,000 tons per annum. Thia should be
turned into eleetric energy to enable us to
start sceandary industries.

The Minister for Mines: We are produe-
ing current cheaper than any State in Aus-
tralia. Why is that not nsed?

Mr. LAMBERT: Why does not the Min-
ister ecneournge people to use it? Let us see
what some of the essential industries are
that should be cstablished in Western Aus-
tralia. Take the fixation of nitrogen. When
war hroke out Germany found that she had
a paltry few thousand tons of Chilian nitrate
with which to make explosives. What did
she do? Did she fly the white flng? She
started off to develop her own fixation of
nitrogen industry which I8 so essential in
Australia to-day. One of the greatest pos-
sible blots on the Federal administration to-
day is the fact that they have not tackled
this all-important question. We talk .about
military training and the defence of our
country, but if we have not the ex-
plogives at the critical moment we are abso-
lutely helpless. What have the Federal Gov-
ernment done? Have they shown the alight-
est disposition to profit by the experience of
the war? T.et me read an extract from an
article published in the *‘Chemical and
Metallurgical Engineering''—

One of the most far-reaching achieve-
ments of the German War Ministry was
the development of the nitrogen industry.
While Germany before the war was obliged
to import something like 100,000 tons of
nitrogen a year in order to meet the re-
quirements of her agrieulture and indus-
tries amounting fo 220,000 tons per year,
she is now able to meet her pgreatly in-
creased demands solely from domestie
manufacture, Before the war there waa
produced in Germany each year in coke
ovens, gas plants, and other hy-product in-
stallations, a total of 120,000 tons of
nitrogen. The nitrogen plants built dur-
ing the war for the production of lime
nitrogen and ammonia when completed will
be in a position to produce about 380,000
tons of nitrogen per year, so that the total
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yearlj' prodaction will amount to over
300,000 tons of nitrogen.

That i3 what Germany had fo do when at
war with Great Britain and practically with
the rest of the world., [t may possibly be
thought that the -fixation of nitrogen has no
significance for Australia. The very fact
that the Germans were able to do this and
to produce munitions of war at a time when
they were passing through such & terrible
ordcal, means that the production of 500,000
tons of lume nitrogen per amnum increases
the productivity of the soil of Germany
twofold. She has her dJomestic supply for
all time, and if she were confronted
with the necessity for going to war
again, she would wmot be dependent
upon Chili or any other portion of the
world,
Germany and she would be self-contained. Ts
it to be thought that that position has been
arrived at by men who have shown a callous
indifference to the iudustries that our eivili-
sation depends upon! Many an Australian in-
dustry depends, in the first instance, npon the
establishment of this very important indus-
try. What is required to establish it? There
are hundreds of thousands of tons of coal
at {('ollic, vast quantities which will uever
be exploited probably within the next 500
years. Almost immeasnurable beds of coal are
there, suitable for the production of elec-
trical energy, At Lake Clifton we have vast
deposits  of e¢aleium  carbonate, which s
highly suitable for industrial purposes, and
this is a most siguifieant thing not only for
the Staté but for the Commonwealth as a
whole, It means that we have lime suitable
for all our industries for nummherless years,

and if the (‘ommonwealth Government do
not intend to establish the nitrogen in-
dustry to take advantage of these de-
posits, the State should step in and do
so. It is all very well for Ministers to
say: ‘*This is another State enterprise.’’
Even conservative Great Britain, the vast

dollar-exploited America, and almost every
civilised country of the world, have made this
a national monopoly. Onty the other day
Freat Britair handed over to Messrs. Brun-
ner Mond & Co., under the striet auper-
vision of commissioners, her big lime nitro-
gen plant, established during the war. Even
the estaldishment of auch a plant on o small
acale would pive Western Aunstralia not only
adequate supplies for eyvanide production, but
for the manufactnre of explosives required in
Anstratia.  There is no other State in the
Commonwealth which, by virtue of such vast
resources, is in so unique n position, enabling
the cstablishment of these al-important in-
dustries.  We have certainly many other
mineral rtesourees that could he utilised.

We lhave hundreds of thousands of
tons of magnesite. Only a few days
ago T applied for the forfeiture of

severnl mineral leases at Bolong, and they
are now open for exploiting. That is an
industry the Government eould establish in
Western Aunstralia, This produet is required

A gteel ring could be put round-
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in conneetion with the Bessemer steel fur-
naces, and is used in the inner lining,
At Guildford, eleetric steel furnaces are

being put wp, and the whole of the magne-
site necessary will be produced in the State.
The whole of the arbificial flooring which
will be put into the new pest oftiee buildings,
will he drawn from magnesite produced in
Western Australia, At the present time it -
is only produced in a trivial manner. West-
ern Auostralin has deposits of a magnitude
sufficient to wstablish an industry worth half
a million per annum, Magnesite supplies arg
also drawn from New South Wales, but in
Woestern Aunstralia we have at Bulong re-
sources which are ten times greater than
those existing in any other part of the Com-
monwealth,  Yet to-day the whole of this
valnable deposit lies idle,

The Minister for Mines: We cannot do
very muach with it vet, vou know; we want
population,

Mr., LAMBERT:
absorb population.

The Minister for Mines: But we havé to
got the population first.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister shonld not
et it inte his head that T am eriticising
him in econnection with this important mat-
ter. As a matter of faet, the Administra-
tion is not sp mueh to blame as the disloyal
attitude of many business people in
the State. Tt me give one instance
in which a bhig firm i Perth was
converned. T saldl - a2 little  while ago
that we have humlreds of thousands of
tons of mapgnegrite in Western Australia. I
went to fhis firm and informed them that
we could produce quantities of this article
for which they were paying £70 per ton, and
asked them if they would buy from us if we
profuced it,  The firm requested a sample.
T asked them whether they would know a
sample if they saw it. As a matter of fact,
T de not think they wonld have known the
difference between a sample of magnesite
fromi this State and a sample of the article
they sold, Tt should not he a question of a
sample, but whether it was snitable. To test
that, it was only necessary to opply heat,
The firm afterwards informed me that they
were unable to do anything as it would in-
terfere with their commercial interests. That
was an eoxperience with one of the biggest
firms in the State, wvet such men go to
the Chamber of Comimnerce and the Cham-
ber of Manufactures and so on, and there
wail ahout the amount of taxation the State
Government requires them to pay. For my
part, [ would tax them out of the commer-
cial life of the country, disloyal creatures
that they are. People of this t¥pe should
he eclassed alonpsite the T.W.W_ and if
would be well to throw them all out of the
country.

AMr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Mr., LAMBERT: Then egain, let us zon-
sider the vast salt depesits we have in West-
ern Australia. The memher for Roebourne
(Mr. Teesdale) will appreciate this aspect

Yus, and induatrics to
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«of the cuestion, I know, for he controls
some of these deposits. Three years ago 1
submitted particulars—I was not interested
other thun in getting the particulars—to the
then Minister, showing the possibilities of
the establishment of alkali works in Western
Australia for the electrolytic generation of
caustic soda and other allied products. 1
snbwitted the same particulars to experts in
Atneriea, giving them the cost of labour, de-
tails regarding the sailt, its value and so on,
aml these experts showed me that it would
return practically 100 per eent, on the capi-
tal outiay. Yet nothing has been done here
despite the fact that we have salt lakes
where the deposits are equal to the require-
meunts not only of Western Australia but of
the whole of Australia. Care should be taken
to foster the industry and yet nothing has
been done. Let us see what South Australia
has done. ln an article I read, it stated—
Towards the end of 1918 a comunittee,
congisting of representatives of Austra-
lizn chemical firms working in conjune-
tion with the Bureau of Seience and In-
dustries, prosecuted inquiries eoncerning
the possibilities of successfully establish-
ing the alkali indvstry in Australia, The
committee visited different parts of the

Commonwealth te inapeet suggested sites

tor works, but nothing tangible arose out

of its imquiries, DMeanwhile, however,

other intercsts were at work on the sub-

ject of alkali produetion in Australia.
The article goecs on to state that as a result
of these further inquiries, the Standard Salt
Company of Australia are spending £75,000
en the establishment of electrolytic works
to treat the salt in that State.

The Minister for Mines: When Brunner
Mond gets going, you will not know that
those people are in existence,

Mr. LAMBERT: If 50 Brunner Mond’s
started, the Standard Company will bave
their plant going still. Thev can compete
with any other large firm.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, but not of
the same magnitude.

Mr. LAMBERT: Personally,
Brunner Mond will atart.

The Minister for Mines: At any rate, we
should not interfere at the present time.
They should have a chance.

Mr, LAMBERT: The manufacture of
eanstic soda is only onme of the many
ramifications of the industry that Brunner
Mond will enter into if they establish works
in Western Australia. It does no harm at
any rate to draw attention to these big
deposits whieh can be utilised for our re-
quircments. There is another intcresting
feature, for it shows the unique position
possessed by Bunbury, as the natural centre
for the production of eheap power and dis.
tribution thence for utilisation in connee.
tion with industry. I believe that Bun-
bury. from a geographical standpoint, is
admirably situated for tbis purpose. As I
said previeusly, I believe we would be justi-
fied in launching a scheme to metallurgically
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treat the whole of our raw materials, I
uniderstand that this question is cngaging
the attention of the Minister. 1t has been
congidered in a sort of academic way in the
Mines Department, and 1 think the Min-
ister must be alive to the necessity for put-
ting up ecentral metallurgical works not
only to deal with copper and lead but also
the other ores and minerals we huve in this
State, Take the position at Northampton
in connection with galenn, 1t is most suit-
able for making white lead. The ore
requiredd  for the Tasmanian electrolytic
worky is taken from Northampton and sent
to Tasmania, and we have to buy our white
lead back from there, We could do just as
well, and buy our white lead just as cheaply,
if we utitised our galena here as in Tas-
mania.

The Minister for Mines: So we will here,

Mr. LAMBERT: Where?

The Minister for AMines:
ford.

Mr. LAMBERT : That is an  cleetric
smelter there,  An eclectralytic plant is a
different thing altogether,

Mr, Teesdale :
plants.

The Minister for Mines: They are
carrying on smelting there anly.

Mr. LAMBERT: [ think T know what
they are going in for, beecause T am supply-
jug some of the material for them. T know it
is not an electrolytic plant. T hope that they
do utilise their plant there to show the pos-
sibilities of electric lead smelting in this
State. There is a lead smelter operating in
Fremantle at the present time, but T do not
think that the firm there would say that the
plant is other thau out of date and ex-
pensive to operate, and farther, that the
prospectors are not getting that return from
the ore which they wonld get if a modern
smelter were established in Western Aus-
tealia. I hope the Minister for Mines will
aclively engage the attention of those under
hig control in dealing with these problems
that I have mentioned. Tt is pleasing to
note that Portland eement works are to be
established on the Clifton lime deposits. I
think that the valuable nature of the-line
deposits in the Swan River should also be
mude known, If we were to produce three
or four times the quantity of Portland
cement which the present company can
make, it ¢ould all be sold in Western Aus-
tralia, or at all events in other parts of Aus-
tralia. There again lies a unique opportu-
nity for starting a big industry. All the
constituents required are to be found in the
Swan River in hundreds of thousands of
tons,

AMr. Hardwick: We could supply
algae for it,

Mr. LAMBERT: Two or three years ago
a proposition was put up to the Jlouse for
a concession to dredge the Swan River for
the shelt and sludge to make Portland
cement, However, it was thought that it
would pollute or in other ways interfere

At West Guild-

They are quite different
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with the river. Hon. members would be
foolish to take that view of it, for while
serving to establish a big industry, it would
also improve the river. X believe this will
be one of the big key industries that will
engage the attention of an advanced
political party in the near future. Even if
it is not tackled straight away, the time
must come when, by the very force of
public opinion, assigtance will have to be
provided, either by subsidy or by bonus, for
the encouragement of this industry. How-
ever, for thec moment I am not concerned
about that; rather am I concerned about
these great unworked resources that would
mean s¢ much to Western Australia. I be-
licve that every member is fired with en-
thusiasm to see Western Australia go ahead.
It is only by the constant advertising of
those resources, not merely on the floor of

the House, but by a regular campaign
throughont the country, that we can
attract capital to exploit them and

cut off those money grubs in the Eastern
States that have for so long held us in 2
finuncial stranglehold. We get members like
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
who faney that we should throw down
ovr fiseal barriers and allow our markets
to be exploited by outsiders. Then
we have other hon, members who ques-
tion our attitude towards the Federal
Government and the influenee that TGovern-
ment have had on our finances. Possibly the
influence of that Government upon our fin-
ances has not been as great as the influence
of our own eriminal indifference to our re-
sources. If the State Government proposed
to-morrow to spend two or three millions in
the establishment of industries in the State,
we shonid then be showing a commercial acti-
vity which we have never yet displayed.
I contend that we ought to manifest an ap-
preciation of what we have, advertise it to
the world, show that we are prepared to
attract eapital, and explain what possibility
capital has of sueceeding in this State. T
trust that before we are much older many
of our valuable resources, which have been
for so long left untouched, will be worked.
The Government would do well to come
forward with some comprehensive policy for
developing our neglected resources. I hope
that, roughly on the lines T have indicated,
some little assistance will be given to the
mining industry. I tronst that, ingtead of the
prospector being expleoited by the machinery
morchant, something will be done to assist
him. The question of the safety of the
miners has been fairly well debated, and
therefore it is unnecessary for me to say
anvthing more on the subject. I hope the
points T have touched upon will engage the
attention of the Minister and that by co-
operation and advice our departmental
heads will do something to enconrage the
working of our valuable wincral resources.
Tt is stupid to keep our professional
heads in  their respective offices instead
of letting them get outside to see what
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the world is doing. I do not wish to particu-
larise unnecessarily. I am not setting one
officer above another, but I believe that we
have in Dr. Simpson, of the Geological De-
partment, . & man who has shown practical
sympathy with the development of our min-
eral resources. There are other excellent
officers, some of them attached to the School
of Mines in Kalgoorlie, but they are all un-
fairly handicapped by being kept at home
when they should Le sent abroad tu investi-
ate.

& The Minister for Mines: What has be-
come of the twopenny stamp?

Mr. LAMBERT: It is all very well for the
Minister to treat the matter lightly.

The Minister for Mines: But a little while
ago you suggested that we could do all that
is necessary with a twopenny stamp.

Mr. LAMBERT: I suggested motbing of
the sort, I said that, with valuable esperi-
ments going on in America, we should not
be conducting similar experiments here when
a twopenny stamp would bring us all the
necessary information. I would not in the
slightest degree discount the work of our
officers; T only say that we should not carry
oul unnecessory experiments. There is very
necessary  experimental work to be done
in Western Australia, and in addition there
is the cataloguing of the whele of the min-
eral resources of the State to be carried out.
With efficient officers having the necessary
practical and theoretical knowledge, we
should be doing somethiog to advertise and
utilise our very valnable mineral resovrees,
which would mean so much to advance the
finaneial and commercial interests of West-
ern Australia.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr, MALEY (Greenongh) [9.23]: T con-
gratulate the hon. member on his interest-
ing specch, and I suggest to my friends op-
posite that if they again come into power
they should place him at the head of the
Mines Department, and supply him with a
few million pounds to spend, tn the hope
that he will give a fresh impetus to the in-
dustry. I sball be glad if the Minister, when
replying to the debate, explaing the posi-
tion in regard to boring for coal on the
Irwin River.

The Minister for Mineg: I think you hai
better leave that alome.

Mr. MALEY: Possibly from the point of
view of the department it ought to be left
alone. There is a general feeling throughout
the distriet that no proper investigation was
made before the actual boring operations
were commenced, that the boring plant was
simply loaned to a prospector working there
for a smali Kalgocrlie syndicate, and that
no investigation was made hy any nfficer of
the department. T understand it was never
expected to find anything hefore the bore
reached 800 feet, and that the here is not
vet dowm to anything like that depth, There
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can be no doubt that the coal is there, As to
its value, that can only be proved by boring.
The district is entitled to an explanation
as to what has actually been dome and as to
whether any proper investigation was made
before the boring operations began,

Mr. Smith: What was the angle of the
underlay?

Mr. MALEY: The angle of the underlay
of the hon. member's mind would be far
more interesting. The feeling throughout the
distriet is that the boring has not been given
a proper trial, and I should like the Minis-
ter to make a clear explanation as to the

" progress of the work,

The Minister for Mines; Why did not
some of you protest when the boring was
commenced ¥

Mr. MALEY: The general feeling in the
district is that, owing to the fact that
the coal deposits are surrouwnded* by
concegsions to the Midland Railway Com-
pany, the bering will not get a fair
trial. It was interesting this after-
noon to hear that a geological survey bul-
letin in connection with the Northampton
district was issued as far back as 1802 or
1003. I do not think that up to that time
sufficient work had been done in the district
to furnish satisfactory data for a geological
survey. The developments during the past
15 or 16 years in other parts of the district
would give much more satisfactory data.
I am pleagsed to know that the Minister
intends to bring the geological survey
of the district up to date. The Minister,
when in Geraldton recently, was approached
on the subject of the establishment of smelt-
ing works. It is gratifying to learn that he
still maintains an open mind on the rues-
tion.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
close it¥

Mr. MALEY: I do not know. It may be
that my mind is closed because, naturally, T
wish to see the works established in my oWn
electorate. It is only reasonable to hone
that we shall get a fair deal in this connee-
tion, There are several factors which have
a bearing vpen the opening up of the pert
of Geraldton, and this i3 one of them which
we ¢annot afford to overlook. If we can get
freezing works, smelting works and, eventn-
ally, grain elevators established at Gerald-
ton, the port will then be comin~ into thz
consideration which it deserves. The mem-
ber for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) said that
in connertion with a new venture north of
Meekatharra, he and his company would
probably be sending anything up to 50,000
tons of manganese ore per annum through
tha port of Geraldton, if shipning arranee-
ments could be comvnleted. I shall not occupy
any further time because T realise that the
bona fide mining representatives on the Op-
position side of the House are entitled to
ventilate their views regarding the industry.
I am pleased to say that the mining indns-
try in my distriet is in full swing once more,

k]
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and we are hoping that it will progress and
develop into a tremendously big industry.

Mr, LUTEY (Browahill-Ivanhoe) [9.31]:
The Minister, in introdueing his Estimates,
referred to the lack of labour on the mines.
There are several reasons to account for this.
Large numbers of miners enlisted and many
of them, unfortunately, never returned.
Others again have gone into different walks
of life. Among other causes is the low rate
of wages ruling on the Eastern goldfields, a
rate which is not attractive to men to seek
a livelihood in the mines. Some of the men
left the deep mines for the new fields 12
months ago. Many of them I know person-
ally. 8ince the Hampton Plains boom sub-
sided, some of these men have returned to
the Boulder district, and it is remarkable
how their health improved during the few
months thoy were working in the shallow
mines in the Hampton Plains district. Some
of these men are quite afraid to return to
work in the deep mines. They realise the
danger of working in mines at a depth of
over 3,000 feet and in the wide stopes, and
only economic pressure will compel them to
return te the deep mines after having had a
spell out of them. There is the additional
jear of contracting miners’ phthisis, not
only underground but amongst the dry
crushing plants. I have a list of the acei-
dents which have occurred in the mines dur-
ing the years 1801 to 19518 inclugive. In
1901 there were 45 fatal and 123 serious
accidents; in 1918 there were 23 fatal and
542 werious aceidents. Whereas in 1901,
16,755 men were employed, in 1918 only 7,790
men were employed. The total number of
accidents for the years 1901 to 1918 was
597 fatal and 8,096 serious accidents. These
figures convey some idea of the risks and
dangers to whiech the men employed in the
mining industry are exposed. I helieve that
the Minister and the departmental officials
arc scizedl with the necessity for taking
every possible precantion to minimnise the
dangers. The Minister, in referring to cases
of miners’ phthisis, inferred that many of
the men left it too late before deciding to
fquit the industry, There are large numbers of
miners who enjoy uppacently good health up
to a certain point, but when they finally go
into the sanatorium, it is found that the
isgnse has reached such an advanced stage
that there is very little chance of their re-
covery, When T first entered the House
T spoke of the urgency of instituting some
scheme for miners on the lines of the repat-
riatinn scheme adopted by the Common-
wealth Government in the intercsts of rve-
turned soldiers. Tt is absolutely necessary
that the Government should do something
in this direction. There sheuld be an an-
nnal inspection of wminers in  order that
timely warning might be given them of the
atate of their lungs, which inspection shoula
gn hand in hand with a scheme for set-
tling these men on the land or in other
avocations. T°wish to direct attention to
the paper which wasg read by Dr. Mitehell,
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of the Wooroloo Sanatorium, at the recem
health coufcrence, His remarks bear ouw,
what has been said in this Mouse on many
otuasigns and, ¢coming from suck an aarp.
rity as he, they ure worthy of lbeing re-
corded in ‘‘Hansard.”’ OUbp the subjeet w
the occurrence of fulierculvus disease ).
winers, Dr. Mitehell said—

Out of 1,738 cases of respiratory dis-
eases treated at Wooreloo sinee its open-
ing in May, 1915, there were 432 miners,
788 males in other oecupations and 318
females. There were many of the 788
labelled as “‘other oceupations,’”” how-
ever, who had been previously been en-
gaged in mining. When we consider that
the majority of these men should have
been in their prime ingtead of, as in most
instances, at death’'s door, or advanced
in fibrotic disease, superimpesed tnbercu-
losig, and bankrupt in reserve sirength or
recuperative power, surcly it is time some-
thing was done to save them from them-
selves by preventing them from econtinu-
ing to work in an industry when they
have reached a certain stage. Here my
elaim of the misfit is obvious. The man
becomes of no use to himself, his em-
ployer, the community, and last, but not
least, his wife and family. Tt is not
sufficient to give his family or himself
a dole of relief when he should never
have been permitted to get to the stage
he has reached, Sone will tell yon it is
the man’s own fawlt, that he should not
continue. Bnt if he knows nothing else,
where iz his ontlet? Tu my annual re-
port 1 recommended that voeational
training synchronous with work in the
mining industry should be practised, and
if what is looming on the horizon—a 44-
hour weck-—ensues, surely this is practie-
able. It does not seem good business to
wait until therc is a breakdown in health.
Let us then consider from 2 public health
point of view the treatment of tuberen-
logis. Firstly: Safeguard the dangers of
the predisposing causes; and secondly,
ensure facilities for early dingmosis and
treatment. I am no advocate for institu-
tion or sanatorium life, T say life ad-
visedly, for by the time they are sent to
the State Sanatorium, in the majority of
cases, they have passed the stage of so-
ealled eure. Failing compulsory sanatorium
treatment, then free treatment at home,
under supervision, the same as for veme-
real disease; carelrss consumptives not
observing conditions to be compulserily
segregated, maintenance of families, in-
surances, ete., to be carried ont; roca-
tional training for consumptives fit to
work, We in Australin talk at present a
lot nbout the creation of industries. Then
Iet us, with the benefit of the experience
of others, see that health conditions are
rigridly eveated nnd eonserved in the best
possible way. A high wage with plenty
of spending silver is not everything.

Nationa whiel will nat hank on the public |
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health of their people cannot expect

their material finances to prosper or bal-

auce. ) cawnot see any hope of dealing

with the public health aspect of tubercu-

losis  unless sympathetic and penerous

legiglation s introduced and carried out.

Any of us may become the aceidents ot

this disease. Why not insure againat it

by aveiding predisposing causes, and let

s help migfits or those in a vicious circle.
.We must have insurance whereby a

patient having been put on to the road

of permanent health, does not return to

his previous position in a vicious circle.

Legislation, however, which is oppressive

against the sufferers must defeat its pwn

ends. .
I hope the Government will give serions at-
tention to this matter amd will not be con-
ent merely to talk ahouy it.  They should
got down to besiness anda see whether some-
thing tangible cannot be done 1o preserve
to the State the lives of these men. 1t would
be an ceonomic aldvantage to the State it
the Government brought down some con-
crete proposition to deal with this question
in a sengible manner. There  are
numbers of miners who have suffered
the loss of limbs in the mines. T
have in mind oune individual who Thas
lost hoth legs, T refer to Dawson, who is
known to the Minister. Many years ago he
met with an aceident. The artificial legs
with which he was providesd have worn out,
and it is necessary to him to proeure & new
pair.  He thought that he might be able to
obtain them from the Defenee Department
artificial limb factory, but it spems that they.
refuse to supply anyone outside returned sol-
diers. If the Govermment made representa-
tiona to the Comimonwealth they might be
able to arrange for these disabled induos-
trial soldiers to be supplied also. This man
is prepared to pay for them. If he has to
go to Melbourne, it will cost him about £40
to proeure the artifieial limbs over and above
the expenses of the trip. The Government
shonld endeavour to help such men in order
to avoid the unnecessary expense of travel-
ling to Melbourne and hack. I had intended
to deal with several other matters, but as the-
hour is late T shall refer to only one or two.
T wish to again speak of the deep boring at
the north end, where there has been a good
development at Mayman Consels within the
Iagt few days. Tf the Government undertook
deep boring in this partieular centre, I feel
confident that new finds would be discovered.
Sceing that it is so close to the Kalgoorlie
railway, this would be partieuvlarly beneficial
to the State. The Government should
assist in every possible way the people to
carty on deep horing in this part. The
tributing question was dealt with exten-
sively last evening, and T shall not touch on
it beyvond saving that if a Bill is intro-
dueed, T shanld like it to include a provision
that tributers should receive the amoant of
wares ruling in the district hefore anv roy-
alty ir deducted from the value of their pro--
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duction. The Minister referred to Mr, Ives
as a very old prospeetor. It might he of
some information to him to know that Mr.
Tves has been travelling through the aurifer-
ous belts of our back country for the last
25 years, and that he has kept a diary of his
travels. T had the pleasure of reading the
diary kept during the trip when he discov-
ered 8t. Ives, and it made very interesting
reading. T think it would be well worth
while if the Mines Department got somebody
t2> collaborate with Mr. Ives and put that
information into hook form for the bencfit
of the people of thia State. 1 think he wonld
be only too willing to place it at the dis-
posal of the Government. Tt the remainder
of the diary is as interesting and contains
as much information as the portion T have
read, it will e of value not only to the Gov-
ernment but to every prospeetor. I hope that
the report of the snpervisor of Government
batteries on the St, Ives distriet will be
tavourable. T know the possibilities of that
district. Tf o battery is installed it will
aggist some of the poorer men who have
promising mines there, but who do unot kmow
when they will be provided with erushing
facilities. If the Government o decide to
instal a battery there at once it will take
some months bhefore it is in operation, Tf
it were known that the Government intended
to ereet the battery there, it would prove
a filip to the work in the distriet. Tn my
opinion the district promises to be almost
another Golden Mile. T hope the Minister
will give the question his sympathetic con-
sideration.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.47]: T am
sorry that more interest is not being taken
by hon. members in these Estimates. I am
also struck by the fact that the newly
formed Primary Producers’ Association,
which has braunched out so as to cover every
primary industry in the State, is not repre-
sented in the Chamber to-night.

The Minister for Mines: They leave it en-
tirely in my hands.

Mr. TROY: The Minister is present be-
cause he is obliged to be here to handle his
own Estimates. The interest that this new
party takes in the mining industry is truly
remarkable.

Mr. Teesdale: Judging from the empty
benches they are pretty broad in their ideas.

Mr. TROY: T appreciate the handicap
with which the Minister is faced in his ad-
ministration of this industry. Of all the in-
dustries in the State the mining industry is
most sadly embarrassed by present conditions,
and has been most embarrassed througzhout
the war. Neither the Minister nor the de-
partment has bheen able to further the in-
terests of the industry in the way that we
ghould have liked. The fact that thig indns-
tey is sn sadly hampered to-day is a reason
why the Government shonld afford to it some
generous consideration. Particularly is this
g0 in view of the importance of the industry
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to the BState, and the great importance it
has been to us in the past. Despite what
has been said about agriculture and other
industries, it is a fact thai were the hottom

to fall ont of the mining industry, West-
-ern  Australia would be shaken to its
foundations. 1 regret that, although the

Press of the State can find room for the
verbatim aceounts of pressmen who accom-
pany Ministers to the agrieultural districts,
regarding what is Dbeing  Jdone in  those
localities and the birth of new ileas for
the still further development of the agri-
cultural industry, very little regard is paid
to mining. Tt is a notorious fact that the
*“West Australian,’’ the leading newspaper
of the State, pays but seant attention to this
industry. 1f we turn to the hack page of
that newspaper we may find an extract from
the ‘‘Ealgoorlic Miner’’ or some other eoun-
try journal with refercoce to, say, some mine
at Hampton Plains, A prospectors' confer-
enee was reeently held at Mt. Magnet, There
were present at this conference a number of
men whe bad been engaged in the industry
for upwards of 25 years, Not onc represen-
tative of the metropolitan Press was present,
and I have no recollection of ever sceing
any of the regolutions submitted to the Min-
ister there or his replies published in any
metropolitan newspaper.

The Minister for Mines: They were.

Mr., TROY: T did not see them, The
““West Australian’’ had nothing to say
upon the matter, and yet we are asked to be-
lieve that this is a national newspaper hav-
ing at heart the interest of every industry
in the State, Let the Premier go to Lake
Grace, Wyaleatechem, or Benjabbering, ani
his every word is reported in the paper.

Hon. P. Collier:
week,

Mr. TROY: His very cooversation is re-
ported. We are told that the wisdom of a
dozen Solomons is expressed by him and con-
veved to the readers of that journal., The
whole attention of the pressmen accompany-
ing him is given to listening to seraps of
conversation in the expectation of the dis-
eovery of some new idea. T remember
reading in the Press the other day the ac-
count of a Jiscussion which tock place in
the train between the Uremier and the Com-
misgsioner for the Wheat Belt {Mr. Satton).
They were discussing the value of second or
third class land, and as to what should be
done with it. The pressman, with both ears
strained, was listening to grasp the bril-
liant idea. He heard Mr. Sutton say, ‘‘Grow
oats; feed it off.'’ To the Pressman this
was indeed a brilliant eonception. That un-
fortunate presaman was not aware that the
settlers of this eountry have be>n following
ovt that idea for the past ten vears. Whilst T
admit that attention should be given to
every industry, I regret that the mining in-
dustry, which has made so prosperous the
Press of the State, receives so little con-
sideration from it.

And it is kept wp for a
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Hon, P. Collier: The Premier it at Narro-
gin. Look out for the next few days.

Mr. TROY: The Minister has drawn at-
tention to the importance to this State of the
mining industry. Apart from dividends
Amounting to £27,000,000,the gold mines of
the State have been responsible for an ex-
penditure within the eountry, in wages and
on commodities required in eonneetion with
the industry, of £114,000,000. This ia a re-
markable sum, and it has been the means of
laying the foundationa of the agricultural in-
dustry. It has also led to the foundation of
the pastoral industry. Notwithstanding the
present prosperity of the pastoralists, there
are som¢ who were obliged to struggle for
years on the Murchison until the advent of the
mining industry. The best market the agri-
eulturist’ and the pastoralist has is the gold-

fields market, where the people who
are engaged in the produetion of gold
have to buy everything they require
for their everyday needs. T am not
eoncerned about the loss of  £500 000

on the State batteries aystem in a period of
25 years, when one compares that less with
the loss en the railways in one year of
£400,000, £300,000 of which is debited to the
agricultural indegtry. - The loss on the State
batteries system does not amount to much
when we consider the loss imcurred to the
State on other industries, on which by far
the greater portion of our loan revenue is
being expended. T have nothing to say
against the expenditure on the agricultural
industry, but T do object to this everlasting
reproach that the State batteries are losing
propositions, and the statement that the min-
ing industry eannot be helped for the rea-
son that this or that system does not pay.
I listened with interest to the speech of the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert). It
was a brilliant speech from a technical
standpoint, but T think we shonld regqvire to
be possessed of Brewster’s millions to put
into effect every suggestion made in it. I
am fully aware of the extensive mineral
resources of Western Australia. Tf we had
a popunlation of 5,000,000 we conld do all
these things and properly develon the State,
and would of course have a muech larger loeal
market for our produets, Much as T want to
see the mining industry go ahead, T would
not say that the Minister was justified in
spending millions of money on the prospect
of creating industries, to maintain which the
population jis altoeether too small.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot estab-
lish them without the population.

Mr. TROY: We shonld not be pessimistic
abont the industry. The Mines Department
shonld be just as optimistic reearding the
future of the mining indnstry as are the
officers of the Agrienltural Department re-
garding their particular industry, and T do
‘not say they are not. The officials of the
Mines Department have been eriticised to-
night. but T have alwavs found them wmost
courteous and obliging and up to date in all
matters that T have brought under their
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notice. I have frequently interviewed the
Under Secrctary and other officers of the de-
partment. on subjects affeeting my constitu-
ents, and on every occasion I have met with
most sympathetic consideration. I spesk of
them as I find them. Possibly some wmen do
get tired in their positions and get a teeling
that the industry is going down without their
being able to help it. Tf auch an impression
gets abroad there will be no enthusiasm in
the service.

Hon, P. Collier: Their positions are more
difficult than those of officers in other depart-
ments, They have a more anxious time of
it than the others,

Mr. TROY: There is ne gnestion about
that. Tn other industries nature comes to their
2id. The agricultural or the pastoral indus-
try may be in a bad way this year, but next
year may see it right again. This does not
hold good so far as the mining industry is
concerned, and that is all the more reason
why the department should be optimistic as
to the future. I hope when the Loan Esti-
maies are bronght down they will provide
a sum of money to assist the development of
mining in the direction of opening up new
fields, T place great reliance on the State
battery system. T hold the opinion that
the person who has been engaged in
clementary mine development has been
more assisted by the State bhattery ays-
tem than any other. When the Minister for
Mines was at Mt. Magnet recently many mat-
ters were Dbrought under his notice, the
great majority of which were associated with
the managemcent, control and charges of
that system. I was picased that the Minister
received the representations of the com-
ference in the way he did. T realired at the
time that probably the Minister ecould not
grant all the requests, although some of them
in my opinien, were essential, particularly
that as to the charge for treatment of sands.
I went to Magnet prior to the Mlinister’s
visit and told the delegates appointed to
wait on him, “*Get down to bed-rock; do not
ask for impossible things.’” To my mind the
Minister dealt as fairlv as he could with the
delegates at that meeting, and T think they
appreciated it. This brings me to the fact that
the Minister’s visit to the Murchisen was the
firsrt visit paid by a Minister to that district
for about six years. That is wrong. If Min-
isters can find time, as they do every week,
to journey to other places, they ought to visit
the goldfields. Apart from the actual good
resulting from such visits, Ministers have the
advantage of coming into personal contact
with the men who are pioneering the in-.
dustry and of having a good heart to heart
talk with them. Y consider that the Minister
for Mines ought to pay a yearly visit to
the goldfields. He bas a ear at his disposal,
and to pay a yearly visit would not he very
hard. Every week some member of this Gov-
ermment is to be found in the agrieultural
districts meeting the settlers and inquiring
jnto their grievaneces and showing the agri-
enlturists that the Government take an in-
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terest in their welfare. One matter discdsgsed
at that Magnet conference and agreed
to by the Minister I have not yet seen in
operation. I know that various matters dis-
eussed there have been put into practical
operation, bot the establishment of advisory
boards in connection with assistance to min-
ing in various localities I have not yet heard
anything of. The conference was held on
the 7th September, and it is due from the
Minister to put the principle of advisory
boards into operation at the first oppor-
tunity. 'What embarrasses the mining
industry to-day is, in my opinion, the
high cost of production; 2and some of
this high eost is due to the high
railway rafes. I was surprised to learn
the other day that, despite the promise
given by the Minister, railway rates had
again been increased on those commodities
which are required in gold production
I think that is deplorable, When the Com-
mittec remembers that the value of gold
is fixed, that all the commodities required
in gold production must be carried over
hundreds of miles of railways, and that the
people engaged in the gold mining industry
do uot, like the agrienlturists and pastoral-
ists, ‘share in the increased prices of the
commedities produced, members must recog-
nise that sonie consideration is required by
the goldfields in the matter of railway rates.
When the farmers of this country wers in
trouble and made demands for Government
agsistance, I said, ‘‘The need of the farmers
is greatest now, and their demands should
be met.’’ I am convinced, despite the ap-
parent sympathetic inferest of the . Min-
ister, that the Government have not taken
.up that attitude. With regard to the in-
c¢reased railway freights, I cannot excuose
the Minister for Mines. I think the freights
should be so arranged ns to press least
heavily on that portion of the community
which lives in the most remote areas of the
State, and the industry of which is sadly
handicapped by heavy burdens and cannot
exiat if those burdens are inereased, That
is the chief difficulty as rvegards the mining
industry to-day. Another matter is the
question of wages in the industry. .As a
faet, the lowest wage provided by the rail-
way award is higher than that received by
the miners working in some places under-
ground, The Arbitration Court, to which
men are teld they must go, is always pre-
pared to give an increase to eivil servants,
apparently because the Government ean tax
to raise the amount of the increase. On the
other hand, the court refuses to inerease
wages in the industry which is the worst
jn the country from a health point of view,
T am amazed at the faet that the Arbitra-
tion Court insists in conncction with the
mining industry ou a condition which would
be econsidered most unfair in connection
with a Government industry. The Arbitra-
tion Court considers if an improper thing
for the miners to ask for paid holidays,
but in connection with the Railway Depast.
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ment the court considers such a demand
entirely proper, and similarly in connection
with private businesses, where the inereased
ecost can be passed on, In connection with
the mining industry, which I now do not
advise anyone to enter, which I now advise
everybody to get out of, the court considers
that a decent wage cannot be borne, The
result is that the eondition of the men work-
ing in that industry is to-day the worst in
Australia. I do not make these statements
in order to inflame the miners. I do not
wigh to play up te any section. I am making
these statements dispassionately and calmly
and deliberately, becanse I helieve them to
be absolutely correct. The men engapged in
the industry which is the most detrimental
from a health standpeint te be found in
Western Australia to-day, are placed in the
worst' position to-day by the Arbitration
Court. As a result the mining industry is
not attractive to the men, and many are
gotting out of it.

Hon. P. Collier: Twelve shillings and six-
pence a day at Kalgoorlie!

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair,]

Mr. TROY: Let it also be remembered
that places like Sandstone and Magnet
and Youanme have not bad a resident
doctor until the last few months. In fact,
during the whole period of the war there
was only one doetor on the Murchison. The
wives and children of the miners are just
ag dear to them as their wives and children
are to the residents of the most closely
settled districts of Western Australia. Re-
moved from the advantages that other
people enjoy, the miners are getting full up
of these conditions, It ig up to the Gov-
ernment to give proper consideration to
people who do pioneer, and who work in the
unhealthiest areas of this State. They
shouldl reccive consideration rather more than
should the people living in healthy distriets
under better conditions. There is another
matter to which I may refer in passing. We
are frequently told that this is a time when
production is essential if we are to make
good and pay our way. We are told that
the worker must set his mind on producing
if the eost of living is to be reduced. To-day
there is an industrial trouble on the Murchi-
son. The Arbitration Court bhas, in effect,
given an award, and the miners at Meeka-
tharra and Cue have pulled out because the
Chamber of Mines will not observe the

award in the aspirit and the letter.
The worst feature of the business is
that the Arbitration Court did not sit
as a ecourt, for the reason that the
unions coneerned were Tmnot  registered
under the Act. Through having joined
the AW, they had forfeited their

registration for the time being, But both
sides agreed to aceept the Arbitration Court
as a trihunal. The court gave its award,
one of the conditions of whieh was that
‘“the men employed shall begin with
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the whistle on the surface and end with the
whistle on the surface.'’ That means the
bank to bank system. The Chamber of
Mines have absolutely refused to recognise
that principle, notwithstanding that when
the claim for the principle was made by the
miners the (‘hamber of Mines agreed to it
before referring the dispute to the court at
all. That is the whole cause of the present
trouble on the Murehison, and T do ask the
Minister for Mineg to use whatever influ-
ence the Government possess with a view to
obtaining  recognition of the prineiple,
80 that peaceful relations mav  be  re-
established. The Chamber of Mines agreed
to that principle in their answer to the
claim, and the prineiple is in operation at
Collie and elsewhere. But it was refused
on the Murchison, with the result that the
miners pulled out. The Chamber of Mines
cannot be sued for breach of the award, be-
canse the award is not a lJegal award,
Thongh it is morally binding, it is not legally
binding. T consider the attitude of the
Chamber of Mines to he most reprehensible.
Having agreed to the principle, they ought
to stand by it. Binee the award is only for
a period of 12 months, they will have an
opportunity to appeal to the court for re-
vision of the matter after a comparatively
short lapse of time. The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) dealt with the ques-
tion of wmolyhdenite. 1 have been much
concerned as to what can be done with re-
gard to this mineral. At Warriedar there
is said to Dbe one of the higgest
molybdenite deposits known. Mr. A, E.
Morgans holds an option on the deposit.
There is a Lhill 200 feet high con-
taining. T understand, a very fine body

of molybdenite. Mr. Morgans is said
to be quite satisfied on that point.
Mr: Hudson, when Minister for Mines, had

agreed to ercet a mill there to treat the ore;
but he temporised and temporised, as he
usually does in most matters, and there was
no result. I would like to ask the Mlimister
for Mines what has been done lately in the
matter, aud whether there is any possibility
of a market being found for the sale of that
ore, because there are men in the distriet
now engaged in sandalwood getting and
shearing who are waiting for the day when
that mineral will be mined. Turning now to
the gquestion of the health of our miners, let
me say that I was struck by the Minister’s
speech to-lay. It is the first time that T
have heard a Minister other than a Labour
Minister make a reference showing concern
and regard for the health of our miners.
When the Minister was making his state-
ment it struck me that something ought to
be done to ‘‘repatriate’’ miners bhefore their
condition becomes too serious, ‘‘repatriate’’
them so that they may remain useful ecitzens
of the country. To-day we are reaping the
fruit of the policy which was condemned in
years gone by from this side of the House,
our condemnation of it, however, being en-
tirely ignored. The present Minister for
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Minés was one of those who then poiunted out
what must he the result of the policy en-
couraged by the members of the then Liberal
Government. I am glad to know from the
speech delivered by the Minister for Mines
to-night that he is still cousistent. We
pointed out yeurs age that eventually th:
mining industry would be (upplcd hy reason
of the heulth of the old miners Lecoming
¢o Lal, owine to unhealthy conditions, that

they vuu'l«l nct earry on  their occupation.
To-nizght we have heard the Minister for

Mines arknowledging that there has come to
puss that eondition which we spoke about for
yeurs past, which we ftriedl to obviate and
which  our opponents did nothing to
prevent. flad Mr. Gregory listened
years ago, in  all probability by now
sehie  practical weans would have been
adopted to cope with the disease, whieh is
s0 widespread in the goldfields at the present
time. There is yet time to do something and
T hope that the Government will give this
matter their most earnest consideration. I
have hefore me a letter which gives some
partieculars of one of very many such cases.
Writing from Meckatharra on the 6th Oe.
toher this man says—

I am writing a few lines to you to let
you know | awr out of the hospital, as you
know how my arm was when you were
here, fighting our rause,

That was in May last. Ie has been in hos-

pital ever sipee them,
Y can tell vou T have had a very hard time
of it, I returned to the mine to work but
had to leave through my health again. I
am . completely settled for underground
work. The doctor told me not to go un-
derground again, so T teook a job wood-
cutting for the Fenian pold mine, T bor-
rowed a tutnout hut they may take it from
me any day and then [ will be settled.
Secing that T have been from 235 to 30
vears resitlent hetween Magmet and Meeka-
tharra, I thought you might he able to
seciire o (overnment turnout to help me
carry on my living for my wife and five
children.

I know this man well. Ile is an able worker

and yet his case is hut one of many.
Hon., P. Collier: And he has been from

25 to 30 years in the back country.

Mr, TROY: Yes, and he married there.
Hon. P. Collier: He deserves a pengion
for life.

Mr. TROY: He is a hard worker, amil I
knew by the shortness of his breath, when
he spoke to me at Meekatharra, that ke was
scttled. So it ts with a big majority of the
men, and a great number of them are look-
ing for an opportunity to get away from the
mines. When I was in Meekatharra last I
was spoken to by quite a number who were
anxzious to get away and take up land. T
have had a letter from one of them, a Mr.
Plnnkett, who is quite a young man, saying
that he was anxious to go on the land, I
went to the Lands Department in an en-
M®avour to get land for him along the Won-
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gan lills line. I was told by Mr. O'Dell at
the department that there was not an acre
of fand available there. I wag surprised for
I bad travelled there and found thousands of
acres where not one tap of improvement had
been done. I made it my business to travel
home last time via the Wongan Hills line,
and the memhber for Cue (Mr. Chesson)- and
I saw thousands of acres of first class land
where not an axe stroke had been put in.
Here are mining men anxious to go on the
land and do the pioneering work. How is it
possible that any set of men are allowed to
held snch Iand all these years without mak-
ing the necessary improvements? I know that
this is not altogether a matter that ean be
diseussed under mining, but I speak in the
interest of the health of the miners I refer
to Such a thing as I have deseribed is ntterly
wrong, and it is up to the Governnient to take
action. T have nothing more to say regard-
ing the Mines Estimates. My remarks would
have been more extensive had it not been for
the fact that the Minister for Mines visited
Mount Magnet recently, and all the mat-
ters whieh were regarded as acute were
discussed with him then. May I express the
hope that as the Minister gave satisfactory
replies concerning 95 per cent. of the mat-
ters brought before him, I will have nothing
to eomplain of regarding his promises being
put into operation. Personally, I shail be very
glad to help the Minister in any way that I
ean in connection with the mining industry.
{ know what it has done for the country and
what it means to the State. Other indus-
tries should help this industry because it pro-
vides the best market for the people engaged
in them. It is up to the Government to give
the mining community a measure of fair
treatment, for they are pioneering under the
worst conditions.

Mr, Maley: The industry is getting assist-
auce like the farmers,

Mr. TROY: That is ridienlows. What js
the good of talking like that¥ They are
not getting 9s. n day like the farmers.

Mr. Maley: We were told this afternoon
there was a loss of a million and a half
sterling.

Mr. TROY: T showed that whereas there
is a loss of £0600,000 on the State batterv
system over 25 years, there was a loss of
£400,000 on the railways alone last year,
largely due to the agrienltural industry. So
far as the relative merits are concerned, both
irdustries are contitled to fair consideration
from the State. The farmer on the land
getting 9s. a day

Hon. P. Collier: Creating capital while he
is there.

Mr. TROY: And with the Tndustries As-
gistance Board behind him to gamble on, he
13 in a happy position. I do not know of
any man who is in a happier pesition, and it
i3 un to that industry to give consideration
to those who are not in so fortonate n
position.

fasl
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AMr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [10.23]: My
remmarks on this vote will be brief. I would
not have risen at all hail it not Leen for a
desire to draw attention to the ddisgraceful
condition of affairs in the House ,during the
discussion on the mining Estimates.

Mr. Maley: It is always the same.

Mr. (WLOGHLEX: During the debate,
thoughtful speeches have heen made amd yet
members have been absent from their places
in the Chamber.

My, Maler: You should he the last to
draw attention to that.

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: I fail to see the point
of the interjeetion.

Mr., Maley: I fail to see the point of
Yours.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: The hon. member he-
longs to a party claiming to take a deep and
abiding interest in the mining industry, and
ouly during recent days we have seen a
feature made of their desire. to broaden out
their support of the primary industries. We
have listened to-night to some thoughtful,
congiructive speeches—and I do not remem-
ber ever listening te any more thoughtful
speeches on this vote for the past 12 years—
pertaining to the mining industry,. aud those
who have sat in the House opposite deserve
cotumendation. TFor the most part, benches
on the Ministerial side have been empty for
the last hour and a quarter, while real, logi-
cal, instructive foacts relating to the mining
inlustry have been advaneed. Members sit-
ting on this side of the House have given
fair and reasonable attemtion when agrieui-
tural matters have been under discussion, not
only listening to the debate but giving cvery
encouragement to agricultural members when
they advanced their interests, Tt is a regret-
table ineident, and I trust that any other
members speaking on this vete will get the
attention which the subject deserves.

My, Maley: What about vour side of the
Honse?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Our side! On vour
side there are 34, and not more than five
have been listening for the last hour and a
quarter.

Hon, P. Collier: Aund not a primary pro-
ducer there.

Mr, O'LOGHLEXN: Xot one, until the
member for Yovrk (Mr. Griffiths) eame in a
faw minutes ago to lhold the fort. T believe
it is only a fair thing to dircet the attention
of members who are 1resent to the duty and
ohligations which vests vpon members as a
whole.

AMr, Maley: I have been here wmost of the
night.

Mr. Q'TOGHLENX: T am not drawing par-
ticular attention to the hon. memher, The
fact romains that this position is unsatis-
factory and T trust that the members repre-
senfing primary production, will be prepared
to give greater attention to matters affecting
the mining industry in the future. Tt is no
wonder that the mining industry languishes
when public men do mot take any interest
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in its prosperity. A large percentage of
members have not displayed that interest
which the industry warrants and which this
country has a. right to demand from them. I
sincerely trust that on any future presenta-
tion of the mining Estimates, therc will be
a fair number of members present, and that
we will pot have the spectacle of acres of
empty chairs gazing at the speakers.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10.28]: I realise
the difficulties whieh this industry has faced

during the war period on account of the

rise, ranging from 100 to 200 per cent., in
the prices of mining requisites, the three
rises in railway freights and the increased
cost of commodities used by the miners.
There are ample reasons to be advanced why,
at the present time, suffcient skilled Jabour
is not available. It must be that the calling
is not made attractive emough from a mone-
tary or health point of view, to induce young
men to engage in it. It is essential that im-
provements shall be made by the better ven-
tilation of the mines. Provision i made in
the coal mines for not less than 100 eubie
feet of air current passing through the work-
ing places in the mine. In the gold mines
it is sufficient that an adequate supply of
air shall be cirenlated, ‘‘adequate’’ being
defined as a sofficient current of air to de-
fieet a candle flame from the vertieal. The
difficnlty in getting young men inte the min-
ing industry is to be found in the bad ven-
tilation of our mines. It iz provided that
explosives ugsed in mining shall be tested.
But they are not tested under the conditions
in which the men are working., The testing
should be donme in the .rises or dead ends
where the work is carried on. The men are
iubating the gases while underground and
this, as we all know, is most prejudicial to
their health. Only the other day Dr. Mit-
chell, of the Woorcloo Sanatorium, stated
that of 1,788 patients who had passed
throngh his hands, 432 were miners, while
many of the remainder had previously fol-
lewed mining. This, of course, is mothing
like the actual number of miners stricken
down by phthisis. When I was secretary to
the miners’ union in Day Dawn, practieally
every man who worked for a few years in
the rises or dead ends of the Great Fingal
mine contracted phthisis. Men working
under the contract system which obtained
there soon hecame wrecks, and other men
working in healthier parts of the mine at
much lower wages had to levy on themselves
to keep the stricken men aml their depend-
aints. In four years we colleeted £950 for
the upkeep of phthisical men who previously
hal bheen working on contract at much higher
remuneration than that of those who contri-
toted to the fund. To my mind the industry
res) onrible for the great mortality amongst
miners should maintain the dependants of
those men. A rovalty should he imposed on
every vunee of gold won, and the fund shonld
be devated to the relief of phthisical minera
aud their dependants. We on the Murchison
have advoeated that for many years, Imt
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nothing has come of it. Much has heen
heard of assistance to prospectors, At the
present time very few men ars out prospect-
ing, A few years ago £50 would equip a
couple of men and maintain them in the field
for six months. To-day £100 is of no use to
a prospecting party, owing to the high cost
of stores and equipment. Greater assistance
should be given to prospectors opening up a
show. [f the Government would advance on
assays, it would be a means of opening up
many new fields. I give every credit to the
department for the work done in my district
in the provision of water supplies. We have
had no difficulty with Mr. O’Brien, who has
done everything possible to provide water
outback. Some attention should be given to
the frequent evasion of manning conditions.
on mining leagses. Whenever a new show is
discovered, parties in motor-cars get out and
take up all the available land, with no inten-
tion of observing the manning conditions.
Locking wup the country in this way, these
men prevent development by legitimate pros-
pectors.  The inspeetor of mines ought to
visit such fields at least monthly and enforce
the manning conditions. The leader of the
Opposition referred to the copper proposi-
tions beyond Peak Hill. I have learnt at
first hand that the men out there could not
handle apything that would not assay up
to 25 per cent. It cost £8 to bring it in to
Meekatharra by camel team, after whieh
there was 600 wmiles railage to Fremantle,
where extra wharfage handling had to be
vaid for, since most of the stuff went to

Port Kembla for treatment. All under
25 per cent. was left on the spot.
The, Government  should ecertainly estab-

lish an up-to-date smelter for the treat-
ment of our metalliferons ores. 1 rea-
lise that a lot of eur mining problems
such as the treatment of refractory ores,
will have to be solved by the metallurgical
chemists, One of the biggest mining pro-
positions in this State cannot be handled on
account of the antimony in the ore, and pro-
gress will only he possible when the metal-
lurgical chemists ‘discover means to over-
come this difficulty.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [10.40]: I have
listened with a good deal of interest to the
scathing indictment of members on the ¢ross
henches by the member for Forrest (Mr.

O 'Loghlen).

Mr., Thomson: That was only a little
pleasantry,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T would inform the

memhber for Forreat that I listened to the
Minister for Mines, the leader of the Uppo-
sition, the member for (‘ue, the member for
Mount Magnet, the member for Leo-
nory

Hon, P. Collier: You are a good listener.

The CHATRMAX: The hon. membar must
i'scusy the Estimates.

Mr., GRTFFITHS: 1 wonld just like to
mention tbat T have listened to seven
speeches on mining and to only two on
agriculture, so I think T ean c¢laim te bave
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given the subject of mining very fair al-
tention. There is one braoch of mining
which iz of considerable interest to me,
namcly, that relating to the deposits of
alunite. 1 do not kuwow whether any mem-
ber has made reference to this.

Mr. Thomson: You have listened te seven
speeches on mining and have not heard the
referenves to alunite!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The report on this sub-
Juet is most unsatisfactory. After what the
Minister for Mines told us last year, 1
thought that something would have beeu
done to reach finality asd prove whether
these deposits were of any valae or not.
The Government Analyst (Mr, Mana) in his
repart states that it had been planned 1o
carry out a serics of field trials to test this
local produet, but unfortunately supplics
were nut Tortheoming for the purpose ot
these trials. It scems that something iy
radically wrong. There is a dispute be-
tween the chemists as to the solubility or
the alunite contenls, and now we are in-
formed that the chemists counld not get sup-
plies of the stuff in order to carry out the
tests. I hope that something will Le doune
to definitely decide whether or not these
deposits are worth worlking,

Mr. MUNSIE (Hanvans)} [10.43]: There
are just one or two matters which I wish
to bring under the notiec of the Minister,
and I lhope that he will be able to give me
gome information regarding them when he
replies to the debate. I congratulate the
workmen’s inspectors on the pood work
they have done to date. I would again im-
press upon the Minister the necessity for
treating the workmen’s inspeetors as the
Government ingpectors are treated in the
matter of passes. During the lasgt 18
- months there have been three fairly promi-
nent mining developments in Western Aus-
tralia, namely, at Hampton Plains, 8t. Ives,
and Mt. Monger. I helieve that six or seven
of the Hampton Plains mines will be workedt
for a considerable number of years; the out-
look is certainly favourahble I trust that
the Minister will keep the inspectors up to
the mark in the matter of seeing that the
conditions regarding employees are not pér-
mitted to drift as they were in the case ot
the Golden -Mile. It is in the early stages
of a field that there is an opportunity for
this to be done. If the inspectors are kept
alive to their responsibilities, they will see
that conditions de not get so bad as they
were on the older goldfields of this State.
Some little time ago I believe that the Gov-
ernment entered into nepotiations with the
Lakeside Wood Companies for running a
wood line through the Hampton Plains gold-
ficlds areaz. TUnder the concession granted
to the wood companies, I understand that the
Government have the vight to fix the
freights and passenger fares to be charged
by the wood companies. I would like the
Minister to inform us whether this is so
and what charges the companies are per-
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mitted to make. Everything that can be
said in the interests of the mining industey
has been said, and 1 hope the Minister will
take note of the many suggestions which, if
given cffect to, will prove of immense bene-
fit to the industry.

The MINISTER I'OR MIXES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany—in reply) [10.47]: Most
of the peints which have been raised by the
various membiers require some attention by
the Mines Department. 1 make it a prac.
tice to call upon my clerk to go through the
“‘Hansaml'’ report of the speeches delivered
on the mining Estimates and to make a note
of cach point raised so that inquiries might
bs made. I propose to follow that practice
un this oceasion. One of the matters on
which I ferl it nceessary to speak at this
Juncture is the statement made by the mem-
her for Greenough (MMr, Malev) with regard
to the boring for eoal. It is the first intima-
tion [ have had that there was any fecling
of discontent or dissatisfaction amony the
people regarding these boring operations. T
have not heard a single eomplaint from any
souree, [f there lave heen any complaints,
they have not come to my knowledge. \Ve
Lave bored 500 feet without anv suceess and
1 have received a recommendation from the
Government Geologist that the geological
outlook is such that no further boring opera-
tions shounld be earried on,

Mr. Maley: Who suggested that?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: The Gov-
ernment Geologist, 1 am now placed in the
position of having to decide whether we shall
ignore the recommendation of the Govern-
ment Geologist or proceed with boring opera-
tions somewhere else. :

Mr. Troy: Where is this?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: On the
Trwin River.

Mr. Troy: There is coal there.

The MIXISTER TOR MINES: Yes, wo
have bored through one or two shallow seams
of coal, but they are of no commercial value.
Bo far my intention is to continue boring on
the plan on which we started. We had three
different sites selected and we started at
No, 1. It is suggested that we should now
continue boring on sites No. 2 and No, 3.
If T accepted the advice of the Government
Geologist, probably we would do no further
boring there, That does not prévent anyone
else who has sufficient faith in the possihili-
ties of coal beds of sufficient value being dis-
covered from boring for them. To suggest
that we are deliberately playing into the
hands of the Midland Railway Company in
not giving the district a fair deal is an un-
fair reflcction on the officers of the depart-
ment.

Mr. Troy: How could that belp the Mid-
land Railway Company?

The MINISTER FOR MTINES: T had not
the slightest idea that there was sueh an
impression abroad until to-night. I still am
not aware that a repert was not made as to
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the most likely place to put down such a bore,
| was astonished at the statement of the
hon. member, and will have inquiries made.

Mr, Maiey: I wanted the explanation.

Hon, P. Collier: T hope the llinister will
go thoroughly into the mattes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My pre-
sent imclination is to continne the boring as
far as we promised to go. We have spent
so much money to begin with, and T think
we ought to carry out the scheme to its ecom-
pletion. The matter, however, requires some
consideration. I feel disposed to go on with
the programme rather than take the risk of
having it said that because our first effort
gave no indieation we had missed an oppor-
tunity of discovering coal of commereial
value.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the depth of the
hore?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: 1t is over
300 feet,

JHon, P. Collier: T thought the jntention
was to go to BU0 feot,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Under
Secretary and the State Mining Engineer
saw me Yyesterday and told me that, in the
opinion of the Government Geologist,
the geological strata and indications in the
hore were opposed to the possibility of the
dizcovery of coal at a pgreater depth.

Mr. Maley: T understand that boring was
originally started with the intention of hor-
ing down to 800 feet,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf a cer-
tain strata is struck at 500 feet, which is
nnfavourable to the discovery of coal at a
greater depth, it naturally upsets the pre-
vigns ideas of the officer’s coneerned. The
matter, as T have said, requires eonsideration.
I had not intended making this much public
just now, hut the hon. member’s remarks
were unfair to the department and T was
vompelled to make this statement. Twa points
were raised by the member for Hannans in
connection with the mining conditions at
Hampton Plains. On each oceasion that I
have visited Kalgoorlic T have spoken to the
inspector there with regard to the conditions
prevailing at the new finds. He says he has
not lost sicht of the necessity for compelling
the companics in the early stages to do that
which is essential to their work at a greater
depth. T have had no complaint that he has
not been doing this.

Mr. Munste. He should compel eompanies
to see that there are two exits.

The MINTSTER FOR MIXES: He is
keeping that in mind as the companies are
proeecding with their work. With regard
to the wood line, the matter has been brought
nnder my notice two or three times with a
view to some arrangement heing made. TIf the
Government were to ask the wood lime com-
pany to do a certain thing T suppose that
company would expeet not to answer unmtil it
had roceived some consideration. I have there-
fore refrained from putting forward any pro-
position, fecling sure that the company wounld
come forward with one. Only to-day a re-
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presentative of the company submitted to me
a request for a permit to enable it to conueet
up: with the line they are constructing to
Hampton Plains, with a view te continving
into the bush, and to work under an old per-
mit. I am considering the question and the
conditions under which the operations will be
carried on. One of the conditions ig that the
company shall earry the commodities that
are required at rates to be fixed by the fiov-
crnor in Council.

Mr. Munsie: How about passengers’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: [ do n0t
think the company has proper accommola-
tion for passengers. Tt may be, however,
thit we can arrange for this as well. Until
such time as the Government are satisfied
that they can construct a standard liue to
connect with the rest of their system they
ought not to prevent facilities of this kind
being made available to Hampten Hlains,
and St. lves if necessary, and at as cheap a
rate as possible. It is possible that arrange-
ments may be made for providing some light
voaching facilities. We might bring into ure .
some light coaches that are hardly fit for our
ordinary service.

Mr. Munsie: They ron a eoach at ver-
tain times on the Kurrawang woodline.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know whether that is dene on the Lakeside
woodline, I have promised the company that
I would obtain the decision of Cabinet on
Tuoesday next. L do not think there will be
any difficulty in arriving at a satisfactory
arrangement.

Mr. Munsié: 1 have been asked whether
the company will be able to charge what
fares they like.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNo, The
permit in the first instance is only jssded to
enable the company to take firewood over the
line, hut we can make conditions to provide
that they shall carry any other eommodity
at rates fixed by the Governor in Council, and
issue a conditional permit in accordance there-
with.

General debate conchuded; items discussed
as follows: —

[tem—Tnspectors of Mines, £3,354,

Mr. LUTEY: Why has the number of
inspectors been reduced by one? Could not
railway coocessions be given to workmen’s
ingpectors in the same way that they are
given to the permanent inspectors?

The MINTSTER FFOR MINES: There is
one ingpector less owing to the resignation of
Inspector Wilson. We went into the ques-
tion, and without doing any injury at all we
found we could effect the saving of one man.

Mr. Munsie: De the eight inspectors in-
elude the workmen’s inspectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. T
am afraid that te give to workmen's inspec-
tors the railway concessions given to Govern-
ment inspectors would create an innovation
that would be undesirahle. There are hun-
dreds of semi-government men who would all
want the same thing.
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Mr, Munsie: Are they being paid wholly
by the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES:
cases they are.

Mr. Munsie: Then they should have the
same privileges as the Government officers.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
prepared to consider the matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad to hear
the Minister say he will consider the re-
quest. There are only four or five inspectors
concerned, so that no considerable amount is
involved. They have as much ¢laim to con-
sideration as have the tramway employees,
who, thongh not in fact connected with the
Railway Department, are granted a free pass
over the railway system when on their an-
nual leave.

Mr. TROY: Some time ago applieation
was made—I believe it has been made re-
peatedly—for the Murchison workmen’s in-
spector to visit Baddera, Narra Tarra, and
the other lead mines in the Northampton
digtriet. He certainly should do so, and I
hope the matter will recéive the Minister’s
attention withont further delay. Contrary
te the forecasts of those who argued against
the system of workmen’s inspectors, these
inspectors have worked very satisfactorily
with the departmental inspectors of mines.

Ttem, Clerks, goldfields staff, £1,301:

My, CHESSON: I desire to call the Min-
ister’s attention to a young man, 19 years of
age, who holds a clerkship in a mining regis-
trar’s office, who supports a widowed mother,
and who receives a salary of £1 per week. 1
can give the Minister the young man’s name.
Ts any provigion being made to pay a living
wage in this easef

Mr. Troy: I know the ease, and it is a
real scandal. The young man is over 19
vears of age.

Mr. CHESSON:
are important.

The MINISTER
inquire into the case.

Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

In some

The dunties he performs

FOR MINES: I will

House adjourned at 11.5 psm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—POLICE SERVICES IN
WAR TIME. .

Hon. F. A, BAGLIN asked the Minister
for BEducation: 1, What was the amount
paid by the Federal Government to the
Western Australian Government for police
gervices during the period of the war? 2,
What amounts, if any, were paid as a bonus
to senior officers of the Police Department?

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, £8,075 17s. 1d. 2, £125 was dis-
tributed by the Defence Department to two
ingpectors, two detective sergeants, and one
detective censtable.

MOTION—MUNICIPALITIES ACT,
TO AMEND.

Rating on Unimproved Value.

Hon. J. E. DODD: (Scouth) [4.34]: I

mnove—

That in the opinion of this House the
Municipalities Aet, 1906, should be
amended so as te allow of rating on the
capital unimproved wvaloe of land.

I have to make a few remarks in vindication
of this motion and of the Bill which T intro-
duced. An expression of opinion by this
Chamber is advisable upon the motion in
view of the almost universal demand for the
principle which it embodies, and I am en-
couraged to believe that perhaps if the mo-
tion ia carried here, the Government may be
induced to, bring in the neeessary amending
Ril). Last session, in eonnertion with the
Parliamentary Allowances Bill, the subject
was first brought before another place by
way of motion, and after the Government
had seen that the Bill was likely to
he carried they introduced the neces-
sarv  measure  to give effeet to  the
wishes of members, T think something
like that might be done in connection with
tlis matter, hecause T helieve there is a gen-
eral wish on the part of members that muni-
cipalities and road boards should have the
optional power of rating on the unimproved
value of land. 1 may also point out that
only last session a comprehensive measure
dealing with rating was carried through Par-

.



